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Silt Threatens Our Dams 


Want To Buy a Kinkajou ? 


Hollywood’s Competitor 
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Says Mr. W. G. Mcintosh of Hanna 
Engineering Works anent our Turned, 
Ground and Polished steel shafting: 


“We feel that the quality representation established for Hanna 
cylinders has been due in no little part to the outstanding 
characteristics of our piston rods employing the finest high 


carbon steel available. These rods constructed of turned, 


Mr. W. G. Melntosh, of 


ground and polished shafting furnished by The Steel Supply Henna reine Ga 


Company are employed to transmit forces bearing from a 
few pounds to thirty-five 
tons and more. They 
function with virtually 


no incident of failure.” 


Cylinder 


High Pressure Cylinder 
Model HP4 


Hanna Engineering Works, Chicago 


Low Pressure Cylinder 
Model 14M 


Hanna Engineering Works, 
hicago 


Call us for precision steel 
shafting and cold drawn steel- 
rods, squares, flats, hexagons. 


26 NORTH ABERDEEN ST. * CHICAGO 7, ILL. * MOnroe 6-4212 
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OASIS 
'3 AIR DRIER 
= Dehumidifier) makes every basement as OASIS WATER COOLERS 


{ livable as the rest of the house. Ends sweaty pipes, rust, 

mold, wet walls and floors, warped woodwork, slow- Ready for you at Englewood now is.a complete line of these world famous 
; drying laundry. Runs by electric refrigeration—plugs Oasis Water Coolers in sizes to meet your every need. The patented “Fountain” 
- into any AC outlet. Takes up to 3 gallons of waterfrom gives a steady, self-adjusting drinking stream regardless of local pressure. 
' the air every 24 hours. Costs only a few cents a day to And the improved Oasis “Pre-Kooler”’ doubles the volume of cooled .water 
; operate. No messy chemicals. Two handsome models available. And quiet .. . exclusive Oasis fan-less condenser makes this the 
| for any room in the house. quietest water cooler on the market — no fan-jangle! 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 


EXCELLENCE IN ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS 


4 COMPLETE STOCKS TO DRAW FROM 


| no = — 4 BS 
CHICAGO ROCKFORD SOUTH BEND 
5801 S. HALSTED ST. 124 N. FIRST ST. 325 N. LAFAYETTE BLVD. 4172 BROADWAY 


BNGLEWOOD 4-7500 DIAL 3-5441 DIAL 3-8233 DIAL 4-9441 
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ONLY UNITED FLIES 


NATION'S 
FASTEST 
AIRLINER 


TO ALL THESE 
CITIES! 


NEW YORK 
WASHINGTON 


WEST 
LOS ANGELES 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Call Financial 6-5700 or an authorized 
travel agent. 
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Statistics of..-. 


Chicago Business 


LAST IE, Fone, 1954 


Building permits —= == 974 
Gosths 27: __...:-. eee eS 16,919,300 
Contracts awarded on building projects, 
Cok: “Co, «=! See eege  Pe p 2,751 
Cost 1 Se Si 59294 000 
(F. W. Dodge Corp.) 
Real estate transfers. ee 8,910 
‘Consideration, = ee —§ 6,779,820 
Bank clearines-—. ae ee ___$ 4,113,920,646 
Bank debits to individual accounts: 
7th Federal Reserve District__._.___ $23,524,000,000 
Chicago only __.____$12,072,234,000 


(Federal Reserve Board) 


Midwest Stock Exchange transactions: 


Number of shares traded_____-______ 1,561,495 

Market value of shares traded__._____$ 54,610,651 
Railway express shipments, Chicago area___ 850,157 
Air express shipments, Chicago area_________ 59,474 
i: Gabe merchandise) cats = see 17,603 
Electric power production, kwh______. _ 1,421,770,000 
Industrial gas sales, therms—______ = 12,723,316 


Revenue passengers carried by Chicago 
Transit Authority lines: 


Surface division __2 a ts 2a 44,523,614 
Rapid transit division_.______ = 9,062,460 
Postal Receipts + 2 ees 11,625,234 
Air passengers: 
Arrivals’: 45 ee ee 352,725 
Departures). ae aS s 374,041 
Consumers’ Price Index (1947-49—100)___ 117.3 
Receipts of salable livestock_._________. 2 382,302 


Unemployment compensation claimants, 
Cook & DuPage counties______ > 97,721 


September, 1954, Tax Calendar 


Date Due Tax 


1 Second installment of 1953 Real Estate taxes becomes 
delinquent on this date and subject to penalty of 


1% per month thereafter 


15 If total O.A.B. taxes (employer and employe) plus 
income tax withheld in previous month exceeds $100, 


pay amount to 


15 Illinois Retailers’ Occupation Tax return and pay- Director of Re 


ment for month of August 


15 Third installment (5%) of 1953 Federal Income Tax District Director 


by Corporations 


15 Payment of one-quarter of 1954 estimated tax found 
due March 15, or one-third of the balance of 1954 
estimated tax found due June 15. (Those required to 

revised ; 

declaration, pay one-half of the balance of 1954 District Director 


file declaration for first time, or 


estimated tax) 


May, 1954 June, 19! 
1,061 1,2) 
$ 29,653,150 $ 21,842,9) 


2,849 2,0) 
$ 78,147,000 $  40,084,06 


7,509 7,8 
$ 4,928,324 $ —- 7,051,0% 
$ 3,927,206,515 $ 4,122,604,6) 


$22,025,000,000 $23,702,000,0) 
$11,565,255,000 $12,097,194,0" 


1,426,000 1,095.2) 

$ 50,546,898 $  38,276,3) 
799,655 1,001,77 

55,556 59,5) 


16,876 18,4 


1,338,293,000 _1,385,904,0 


12,501,393 14,350,5 
44,929,956 48,4816 
8,921,990 9,205,8 


$ 11,279,794 $ ~ 10,9458 


328,370 310, 
336,239 32236 
117.3 1 
378,751 424,)) 

96,467 28, 


Returnable to 


County Collector 
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Balance sheets aren't 
getting the attention 
they deserve, writes 
Roy A. Foulke of Dun 
and Bradstreet. They're chock-full 
of information vital to the future of 
your business, if you'll take the trou- 
ble to look beneath the surface. 
Foulke’s article (page 13) tells what 
to look for in six major balance 
sheet items. 


in this 


ESSUC cee 


There’s a rugged new type of rub- 
ber today. Heat it to 500 degrees 
and it won’t become gummy. Freeze 
it at 120 below and it won’t become 
brittle. The secret is contained in 
silicones, a man-made _ chemical 
whose future is virtually unlimited. 
Phil Hirsch’s article starts on page 
15. 

e e e 


It’s one of the least publicized 
federal problems, but Department 
of Interior officials are concerned 
about the rate at which the reser- 
voirs behind the nation’s great dams 
are filling up with silt. If this is 
allowed to continue over an extend- 
ed period, the water storage capacity 
of some of the biggest will be less- 
ened to point of uselessness. John 
L. Kent (page 16) explains how the 
government is trying to meet the 
problem. 


Besides being home for 160 mil- 
lion humans, the United States has 
several other impressive populations. 
These include 26.7 million cats, 
22.6 million dogs, 9.4 million para- 
keets, and 5.9 million canaries. A 
hundred years ago our goldfish pop- 
ulation was nil; now it is between 
30 and 50 million. All of which, as 
Charles Keysor’s article (page 18) 
points out, means a booming U. S. 
pet industry. 


Although it lacks the big stars and 
glamor of Hollywood, Chicago still 
ranks as a film capital and one of 
the biggest at that. It has the biggest 
educational and industrial film pro- 
ducers and the nation’s biggest equip- 
ment manufacturers. Even cinema- 
scope films can be produced here, 
according to Cyrus Lloyd’s article 
that starts on page 20. 


6 COMMERCE 


Whatever your tank requirements may be—unusual shape, design, size, special 
alloy, shop or field erected—Chicago Steel Tank can meet the most rigorous 
what specifications of your engineering and design department. 


Since 1898 Chicago Steel Tank has been building special purpose tanks for all 


are your industry—and has succeeded in building a reputation for cooperatively fulfilling 
Soa customers’ needs. 


a Today—backed by the resources of Pressed Steel Car Company, Inc. and 
special TANK 


reinforced with new buildings, new equipment and the most modern production 
methods—Chicago Steel Tank has even greater ability to produce steel tanks of 
standard capacity or special design for any purpose, for any product. 


requirements ? 


Telephone us without obligation, for consultation or prices. 
Phone POrtsmouth 7-8900. 


TEMPERATURE BLENDING? 


Perfect blending at just the right temper- 
ature is the requirement for this paint 
mixing kettle built and assembled for a 
large paint manufacturer. Just as impor- 
tant as the fabrication of the jacketed 
kettle is the assembly of an intricate 
agitation system. Know-how and preci- 
sion workmanship are of paramount im- 
portance in order to guarantee complete 
mixing. ASME construction with all in- 
ternal surfaces of type 304 solid stain- 
less steel. Rigid tests are conducted prior 
to delivery. 


CHICAGO STEEL TANK Division 


Pressed Steel Car Company, Inc. 
6400 West 66th Street, Chicago 38, Illinois - Tel. POrtsmouth 7-8900 
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Grass Roots Redevelopment 


The $26 million Hyde Park housing project—already 
approved by the city council and awaiting approval 
at State and Federal levels —is not an ordinary slum 
clearance effort. 


The plan would have the Chicago Land Clearance 


Commission acquire two tracts totaling 50 acres, de- 


molish 209 dilapidated buildings of Victorian vintage, 
and resell the land to private developers. who would 
build modern housing units and a new shopping 
center. 


~What differentiates the project from other slum 


_clearanee efforts is that the blight lies in the center 


of an otherwise desirable area. In the words of the 
South East Chicago Commission, a citizens group that 
is the moving force behind the plan, it offers the 
chance “to use slum clearance not only as a tool for 
removing blight, but also as a device for enhancing 
and reinforcing a stable surrounding area.” 


The tract boundaries were drawn irregularly to 
take in those areas whose need for renovation was 
the most desperate. In one tract, 95.6 per cent of the 
buildings are classified as “dilapidated,” and in the 
other the dilapidation rate is 98.3 per cent. 

About $6 million in tax money would be required 
to purchase and clear the land. Private investors 
would be expected to put around $20 million into 
the area’s redevelopment. 

_Only in recent years has it been recognized that 
the prevention of future slums, through conservation 


of the best features of aging neighborhoods, is fully 


as important as the eradication of existing slums. 


The Hyde Park project in a single blow strikes at 
both current and future slums. It is a bold concep- 
tion and deserves strong support from civic-minded 
Chicagoans. One of the most encouraging aspects is 
that its progress to date is the result of the initiative 
of citizens and organizations within the affected area 
itself. 


As the president of the Chicago Association of 
Commerce and Industry — Arthur T. Leonard — says, 


“It may well become a model for similar urban re- 


newal action in other sections of the city.” 


Loyalty Can Be Divided 


Industrial workers can be strongly loyal both to 


_ their unions and the employers for whom they work. 


This view, which probably will startle both militant 


unionists and non-unionists, is advanced by Dr. Lois 
R. Dean of the New York State School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations at Cornell University as a result 
of studies of the problem of dual loyalty at three 
New York factories. 


In an article on union activity and dual loyalty 
written for the “Industrial and Labor Relations Re- 
view,” published by the Cornell School, Dr. Dean 
challenges the “common sense” opinion that a factory 
worker who supports his union is likely to be a mal- 
content or “sore-head,” whose allegiance to the union 
springs from dissatisfaction with company policies 


- and practices. “Evidence is accumulating,” says Dr. 


Dean, “to suggest that a union’s main support may 
come from the workers who are satisfied, not dissatis- 
fied, with the treatment they receive from manage- 
ment.” 


Dr. Dean found, in fact, that the worker’s attitude 
toward both his union and his management may be 
largely the result of his “‘set of mind.” Those chron- 
ically disposed to be dissatisfied are likely to become 
displeased with their leaders in the union as well as 
among management. Those appreciative of good 
leadership will acknowledge merit in both camps, 
where present, and give a proper loyalty to both. 


These general tendencies can be sharply qualified 
by discordant labor-management relations, Dr. Dean 
finds. Where management and the union are in con- 
tinuous and open conflict, dual loyalty may exist in 
the plant as a whole; but the union meetings may 
attract the workers who do not see union and man- 
agement as having compatible goals, and these union 
members may dominate union activities. Where in- 
dustrial relations are peaceful, however, or where the 
union-management relationship improves, the data 
suggest that control of the union may very well shift 
so that the active unionists will be those who look 
with favor on both management and the union. 


Dr. Dean’s findings are a testimony to the level- 
headedness of the great majority of American work- 
ers, as well as an indictment of the oversimplified 
idea, that workers can have but one loyalty over 
which union and company must continually fight. 


The Matador 
the ritual of the bullfighting 


creates within 


tradition a work of art. 


It becomes important that you 
who dine in The Matador Room 
receive an aesthetic as well as 


a gustatory experience. 


new room in the home of 
the internationally famous 


SIRLOIN ROOM 


Stock Yard Inn 


42nd AND HALSTED STREETS 
TELEPHONE YArds 737-5580 
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e New Army Mule — While it’s not 
expected to become the new West 
Point mascot, a “mechanical mule” 
has been developed for the Army by 
Willys Motors and the Detroit Ar- 
senal. Designed to transport weap- 
ons, ammunition, and food from the 
nearest roads over rough ground 
up to front-line positions, the 1954- 
model mule looks like a flat-bed 
truck equipped with an engine un- 
derneath in the rear and a driver’s 
seat and controls extending out 
slightly from the front. The chassis 
is only 27 inches high and thus pre- 
sents a poor target for snipers. Its 
100-inch length and 750-pound 
weight make it easy to transport; it 
can even be dropped by parachute. 
Probably the most novel feature is 
that under combat conditions the 
driver can operate it while walking 
or crawling at the side or rear. He 
merely adjusts the steering wheel and 
column to swing close to the ground. 
Then he sets the speed as low as one 
mile an hour and walks or crawls 
behind. 


© More Crime Than Fire — The in- 
crease in crime has reached a point 
where the average businessman can 
expect to suffer a crime loss before 
he suffers a fire loss, reports the bur- 
glary insurance department of the 
Lumbermens Mutual Casualty Com- 
pany of Chicago. In the past five 
years reported store and office bur- 
glaries have increased 50 per cent 
and robberies have risen 90 per cent. 


e Engineers as Husbands — Engi- 
neers — at least those who attended 
Illinois Institute of Technology — 
must be model husbands. Their di- 
vorce rate is almost zero against the 
national experience that one in every 
four marriages ends in divorce. Tech 
queried fifth-year classes beginning 
with 1929, found no divorces in the 
classes of 1939, 1944, and 1949, one 


in the class of ’29, and a two per 
cent rate for the class of ’34. Earl 
Kubicek, director of alumni rela- 
tions, says the low divorce rate may 
be due to the relatively high level of 
security enjoyed by engineers — on 
could it be that they are content te 
let their wives win all the argu: 
ments? 


a4 
¢ Domesticated Acid — Hydro 
chloric acid has been domesticatec 
and its corrosive action is available 
to take the ring out of your bathtul) 
and clean your kitchen sink. Her 
cules Powder Company of Wilming) 
ton, Del., says that newly develope 
“inhibitors” —chemicals added to lov 
concentrations of the acid — protec 
metal surfaces while permitting th 
acid to remove dirt, rust, scale, am 
discoloration. 


¢ Bank Contest —'The recent exp 
rience of the Bank of the Manhatta 
Company indicates that sheddin) 
the cloak of conservatism can b 
profitable. Bank of Manhattan’s re 
cent new business contest for en 
ployes was the first of its kind amon) 
major New York banks. In a thre? 
month period it brought it 42,19 
new accounts totaling $28, 693,008 
The increase over the same perio 
in contestless previous years amo 
ed to 350 per cent. Top prize w. 
10-day trip to Bermuda for two, 
other prizes covered every con 
able form of merchandise from dis 
rags to pianos. 
° Keeps Paper Moving — Pap 
work can’t pile up at Westinghou 
Electric Corporation’s new wat 
house in East Pittsburgh, Pa. A 
veyor belt has been installed to k 
it moving automatically. The 1 dc 
is an adaption of an old idea—# 
19th century drygoods store ove 
head basket. Westinghouse has 
(Continued on page 335) 


Steel Travels In The Best Circles. Maybe youl 
never find yourself in desperate need of a big circle 
gear like this, but if you do, United States Steel can 
fabricate one for you, neatly, skillfully and using the 
best steel for the job. For United States Steel custom- 
fabricates te your requirements almost anything made 
of steel . . . from church steeples to bridges, from dam 
gates to grain bins. And erects them, too. 


| Her e's A Lucky Lady. She not only owns a fine 
collection of pots, pans, cutlery and kitchen tools 
_ made out of beautiful, corrosion-defying stainless 
steel, but she also has the good fortune to be able 
to do kitchen chores at an easy-to-keep-shining, 
sanitary sink of USS Stainless Steel! 


Drums That Are Hard To Beat. strong, teak- 


proof steel drums, made by United States Steel, 
are unsurpassed as containers for shipping al- 
most anything anywhere. You'll find them 
traveling all over the world, bearing gasoline, 7 . 4 ; 
paint, chemicals, foods, scores of other commodi- This trade mark Is your guide 
ties. Only steel can do so many jobs so well. to quality steel 


‘Hurricane Damage? ition job d 
ue On badge No; wens oe 1 ae SEE THE UNITED STATES STEEL HOUR. It’s a full-hour TV program presented every 


‘new, modern buildings in a large eastern city. But other week by United States Steel. Consult your local newspaper for time and station. 


whether buildings are going up, or being torn 
down, most of the “burden” is carried by the wire 


| rope with which the big cranes, hoists and diggers 
are strung. It has to be strong, tough, reliable .. . 
and it is, when it’s USS Tiger Brand Wire Rope. 


2 _ For further information on any product mentioned in this advertisement, write United States Steel, 525 William Penn Place, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 

AMERICAN BRIDGE . . AMERICAN STEEL & WIRE and CYCLONE FENCE . . COLUMBIA-GENEVA STEEL . . CONSOLIDATED WESTERN STEEL . . GERRARD STEEL STRAPPING . . NATIONAL TUBE 
OL WELL SUPPLY . . TENNESSEE COAL & IRON. . UNITED STATES STEEL PRODUCTS . . UNITED STATES STEEL SUPPLY . . Divisions of UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION, PITTSBURGH 
: : UNITED STATES STEEL HOMES, INC. * UNION SUPPLY COMPANY + UNITED STATES STEEL EXPORT COMPANY * UNIVERSAL ATLAS CEMENT COMPANY 4-1445 
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Saves time and money 
wherever there’s 
paper work! 


The Kodak 


Printer makes 3 copies 
in one minute for less 
than 4¢ each 


COPY letters, reports, clippings, 
magazine pages, schedules, card 
records—in full room light. Save 
retyping costs. Eliminate copy- 
‘ing delays, errors. 

Anyonecan operate this amaz- 
ing copying machine. Priced at 
sensational low $240, it quickly 
pays for itself. Send in coupon 
today for a demonstration in 

. your office. No obligation! 


EASTMAN KODAK 
STORES CO. 

133 North Wabash Ave. 
Chicago 2, Ill. 

Phone ST 2-8130 


C I would like a demonstration of the 
. Verifax Printer. Please have repre- 
sentative phone. 


Send literature. 


Trends... 
in Finance 
and Business 


MERCE 


© Coffee Break Survey—The com- 
pany that doesn’t allow office help 
to take rest periods or coffee breaks 
is becoming increasingly rare on the 
Chicago scene. Of 170 firms surveyed 
by the Office Management Associa- 
tion of Chicago, 128 have regularly 
scheduled breaks in the work rou- 
tine and 23 allow employes to take 
time off informally. This leaves only 
19 firms that fail to turn ’em loose. 

Seven companies go to the ex- 
treme of serving coffee at the em- 
ploye’s desk. Two-thirds allow 15 
minute rest periods twice a day, and 
10 per cent grant 20-minute periods. 

Despite their general tendency to 
grant rest periods, Chicago employ- 
ers are reported as being far from 
unanimous on the merits of the 
practice. Some said it improved em- 
ploye morale; others said the bene- 
fits were nil. 

Meanwhile, Mills Industries of 
Chicago has come up with a new 
500-cup, coin-operated coffee ma- 
chine that has the ultimate personal 
touch: control levers that permit 
the drinker to select the exact 
amount of cream and sugar desired 
and to control strength by adding 
more or less hot water. 


e Better Than Pittsburgh — Steel 
plants in the Chicago Metropolitan 
Area aren’t celebrating their pro- 
duction record for the first six 
months of 1954. They turned out 8,- 
934,900 net tons, a decrease of 15 per 
cent from the same period last year. 

But compared with Pittsburgh, 
the Chicago drop looks modest. 
Plants in metropolitan Pittsburgh 
produced 8,954,900 tons in the first 
half, off 25 per cent from last year. 
Steelmen attribute Chicago’s rela- 
tively better showing to the fact that 
the Midwest is a steel deficit area — 
more steel is consumed here than is 


produced—and that in periods when 
national demand slackens Chicago’s 
strategic location becomes a greater 
factor. 


° Top Job Openings—Latest straw 
in the business wind is the “Execu- 
trend” survey, creation of Heidrick 
and Struggles, a Chicago firm spe- 
cializing in finding executives for 
business and industry. Executrend is 
a count of the number of high rank- 
ing positions offered each week 
through display (not classified) ad- 
vertisements in the weekend business 
and financial sections of major met- 
ropolitan newspapers. 

The average number of “top 
brass” jobs open averaged 233 a 
week during the first half of 1954. 
The fact that the second quarter 
showed a drop of only 14 per cent 
from the normally peak first quarter 
is interpreted meaning that general 
business sentiment is on the rise. 

Most of the current bright oppor- 
tunities are in the engineering and 
sales fields, says Heidrick and Strug- 
gles. The demand for executives in 
marketing, selling, and finance is off 
slightly, but the need for personnel 
administrators is up. All categories 
except manufacturing rose in June, 
which is often a month of downturn 
in executive openings. 


e Big Year for Municipals — The 
municipal bond business is in the 
middle of what appears to be its big- 
gest year yet. Halsey, Stuart and 
Company’s recent survey reports 
that first half sales nationally to- 
taled a record $3.7 billion — larger 
in fact than sales for the full year 
1951 or any prior year. The unsold 
supply in the hands of bond houses 
at June 30, including some bonds 
carried over from 1953, is reported 
(Continued on page 37) 
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GAS at work for Chicago’s Industry 


Spraying enamel on steel parts used for kitchen cabi- 
nets and wardrobes at the plant of the Marvel Metal 
Products, 3843 W. 43rd Street, Chicago. 


Freshly enameled parts emerging from gas-fired 
drying oven on their way to the assembly area. 


F One of the many new postwar Hundreds of cabinets and ward- 

| plants erected on Chicago’s south- robes are fabricated at this plant 
west side is that of the Marvel each day. It takes 20 minutes for 
Metal Products. Manufacturers of the steel parts to complete the 
steel kitchen cabinets and ward- enameling cycle and gas has proved 
robes, this company enjoys a coast- to be the ideal fuel for baking on 
to-coast distribution. the enamel finish. 


| THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY 
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Dont kver Neglect 


Your Balance Sheet 


sheet began to take a back seat 
to the income account as the 
most important financial statement. 
Under this trend, a fairly close esti- 
mate of periodic earnings has come 
to be considered more important 
than the nature and size of the assets 
and liabilities of a business. 
Despite this continuing “de-em- 
phasis,” there are two basic reasons 
why’ the balance sheet has unique 
importance to the executive who is 
interested in determining sound fi- 
nancial policies: 
1. I have yet to run across a busi- 
_ nessman who did not have a fairly 
_ intimate knowledge of his income 
account. 
2. Knowledge of the healthy dis- 
tribution of assets and liabilities in 
_a balance sheet often prevents a fi- 
_Mmancial problem from arising and 
then getting into the income ac- 
_ count sometime in the future. 
; Six items in the balance sheet can 
become too large for the health, 
_ wealth and prosperity of an indus- 


alge 25 years ago the balance 


_ The author is vice president of Dun and 
Bradstreet, Inc. The material in this article 
was digested from his speech before a recent 
meeting of the National Industrial Confer- 
ence Board. 


- 


3 “There are 4,200,000 businesses 
of all kinds and descriptions in the United 


States.’’ 
Fred G. Korth photo 
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By ROY A. FOULKE 


It’s brimming with the information you need to set 


policies that will prevent future financial trouble 


trial or commercial business. These 
are: (1) receivables, (2) inventory, 
(3) fixed assets, (4) current liabili- 
ties, (5) funded liabilities, and (6) 
the most ubiquitous of all items 
which centers around investments in 
and advances to subsidiaries and af- 
filiated companies, and advances to 
officers, directors and employes. 
There is one item in the balance 
sheet which can become too small 
for the health of a business. That 
item is the net working capital, the 
difference between the current as- 
sets and the current liabilities. 


Items To Watch 


Here are some things to keep in 
mind about the first six balance 
sheet items: 

Receivables — Many failures and 
voluntary liquidations each year are 
brought about by heavy losses on 
receivables. Beginning last summer, 
we have entered a period of normal 
everyday, keen competition that will 
separate the men from the boys. We 
have had fifteen years of hot-house 
economy and almost constant infla- 
tion. Bad debt losses have been at a 
minimum over these years. ‘This fact 
is widely recognized by those whose 
business experience runs back into 
the Twenties and the Thirties. 

Under a sound financial policy no 
substantial credit should ever be ex- 


tended to questionable risks. Every 
business must sell questionable risks. 
It is impossible to operate today and 
not do so. But sales to this category 
of accounts should be in small or 
moderate amounts and be spread 
over quite a number of customers. 
We are now entering a period of our 
economy where losses of this nature 
will have a greater effect on the well- 
being of businesses than anytime 
over the past fifteen years. 

Inventories — Over the past three 
decades quite a number of studies 
have appeared about business fail- 
ures. Several of those studies have 
been issued by Dun and Bradstreet, 
and I have made some personally. I 
have read carefully all of the studies 
that have appeared over this period 
of time, and about the only informa- 
tion of value which I can pass on is 
that there seems to be an inverse 
relationship between wholesale 
prices and business failures. As 
prices go up failures tend to go 
down, and as prices go down failures 
tend to go up. 

There would seem to be a logical 
explanation for this inverse relation- 
ship. There are 2,500,000 active in- 
dustrial and commercial enterprises 


in the United States. Several hun- | 


dred thousand are marginal enter- 
prises just balancing themselves on 
the brink of existence. When the 
prices of the raw material they re- 
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quire or of the finished products 
which they handle move up, it is 
possible to sell their products at a 
slightly higher price than had been 
anticipated and in so doing obtain 
an unlooked for inventory profit. 
That keeps many concerns in the 
land of living. Conversely, when 
prices drop it is often necessary to 
reduce prices below what had been 
anticipated in order to sell in a 
competitive market, and that factor 
often involves losses which bring on 
failure or voluntary liquidation. 


Sales Relationship 


Most managements measure their 
inventories by a relationship with 
their annual net sales. This relation- 
ship varies among different lines of 
business. Dun and Bradstreet has 
been compiling sales-inventory rela- 
tionships for many years. Among the 
higher ratios are manufacturers of 
paper boxes with 9.7 times and 
manufacturers of confectionery with 
9 times. Among the lower ratios are 
manufacturers of drugs with 4.5 
times, manufacturers of industrial 
machinery with 4.5 times, and can- 
ners of fruits and vegetables with 3.4 
times. Naturally, if a management 
can obtain a 7-times relationship 
when a 5-times relationship is typical 
for his industry, that management 
has a jump on competition and a 
more healthy, well-balanced finan- 
cial condition. There is, however, a 
fallacy here and I can only point it 
out by using a few hypothetical 
figures: 


Net 
Working 
Sales Inventory Capital 
Case A $ 500,000 $100,000 $150,000 
Case B_ 1,000,000 200,000 150,000 
Case C 2,000,000 + 400,000 =: 150,000 


As sales expand, a faster turnover 
of inventory must be obtained; not 
just the same turnover. Let us sup- 
pose there is a loss equal to 50 per 
cent of the inventory in the above 
hypothetical figures. In the Case A, 
the loss is $50,000 and the net work- 
ing capital becomes $100,000. In the 
Case C, the loss is $200,000 and the 
net working capital becomes a deficit 
of $50,000, and the company is bank- 
rupt. So the relationship between 
sales and inventories must be supple- 
mented by the relationship between 
the inventories and the net working 
capital. This relationship has been 
computed for many lines of busi- 
ness but in no case should the in- 
ventory at the end of a fiscal year 


be greater than the net working 
capital. 

Fixed Assets — For every line of 
business activity there is a normal 
percentage of tangible net worth 
that can be invested in real estate, 
buildings, machinery, equipment, 
tools, furniture and fixtures. Studies 
made by trade associations, by 
schools of business administration, 
and by our own business indicate 
what this percentage is for various 
lines of business. Among industrial 
companies this proportion ranges 
from around 1 per cent for convert- 
ers of cotton goods to approximately 
75 per cent for large integrated 
petroleum corporations. 

If a company has a greater per- 
centage of its tangible net worth in- 
vested in fixed assets than is normal 
for its line of business, its income 
account will be burdened with rela- 
tively heavy depreciation charges 
and it will be at a competitive dis- 
advantage. Moreover, if fixed assets 
are excessive a company will con- 
currently have a weak net working 
capital position and if it is handling 
a normal volume of sales, a top- 
heavy debt. Both can be serious 
problems. In no case should the de- 
preciated value of fixed assets be 
greater than three-quarters of the 
tangible net worth of a business and 
in most lines of activity, appreciably 
smaller. 


Liabilities 


Liabilities — Likewise, an un- 
sound financial condition develops 
with excessive current liabilities. and 
with excessive funded liabilities. No 
business ever became financially in- 
volved without incurring top-heavy 
liabilities which then could not be 
met on time. 

The heavy liabilities might have 
come about through carrying heavy 
inventories, which in liquidation in- 
volved losses; by acquiring top-heavy 
fixed assets with a resultant weaken- 
ing in net working capital; by ac- 
quiring other assets such as investing 
in and financing subsidiary organiza- 
tions, assets which subsequently be- 
came frozen. 

Experience in analyzing many 
thousands of balance sheets in vir- 
tually all lines of industrial activity, 
in good times and poor times, has 
indicated that a business tends to 
become vulnerable when (1) its cur- 
rent liabilities exceed three-quarters 
of its tangible net worth, and (2) if 
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there is a funded debt of any nature, 
when that funded debt exceeds the 
net working capital of the business. 
Investments in and Advances to 
Subsidiaries and Affiliates — Funds 
invested in subsidiaries and affiliates 
and advances made to subsidiaries, 
affiliates, officers, directors and em- 
ployes tend to reduce the net work- 
ing capital of a business. That is ac- 
tually so to the extent that invest- 
ments are permanent and to the ex- 
tent that advances are increased 
from year to year and become 
frozen. Such situations seem to be 
increasing in number and to present 
serious situations. 


Big Turnover 


Adequate net working capital is 
absolutely essential for the sound 
operation of any business and very 
careful consideration should be 
given to any policy which impairs 
the excess of current assets over 
current liabilities. The unfortunate 
part of investing in subsidiaries and 
affiliates, and making advances to 
subsidiaries, affiliates, officers, direc 
tors and employes is that the orig- 
inal investment or advances often 
are small. Then they seem to grow 
from year to year until the manage 
ment suddenly awakens to a situa- 
tion which should never have been 
allowed to arise. : 

There are 4,200,000 businesses of 
all kinds and descriptions in the 
United States and, as I have men- 
tioned, 2,500,000 are industrial and 
commercial concerns. New York 
State has the largest business popula- 
tion. California is second. Ten years 
ago California ranked fourth. ; 

We have a tremendous turnover 
of businesses in the United States. 
There is no place on the face of the 
earth where it is as easy to go into 
business and as easy to go out of 
business as in our country. In recent 
years between 350,000 and 400,000 
concerns have been liquidated each 
year. That does not include busi- 
nesses where control has been sold 
to new hands and to that extent also 
represents a new enterprise if not @ 
new entity. If successions of this na- 
ture are taken into consideration 
our annual “ins” and “outs” would 
be between 550,000 and 600,000 
businesses. ‘ 

During the past 15 years of ou 
hot-house economy with almost co 
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Silicone rubber is used extensively in the heating and anti-icing systems of modern aircraft, 
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General Electric photo 


—— STLCONES — INDUSTRY'S HANDYMEN 


OR several weeks now, Chicago 

TV audiences have been treated 

to an unusual commercial —a 
an who appears in front of a 
and-new car and proceeds to set 
e fender on fire. 
The man isn’t crazy. He’s merely 
rying to sell a new auto polish con- 
aining silicones, another of the 
emical wonders introduced dur- 
ng World War II that is making 
ood in peacetime. Fire is only one 
f many things silicones will stand 
Ip against, and auto polish is but 
me of thousands of new uses that 
ave been found for these man-made 
hemicals, which go Mother Nature 
ne step further. In fact, as one ex- 
ert put it: “Name almost any indus- 
y, and it’s almost sure to have a 
ise for silicones.” 
If you took high school chemistry, 
ou probably remember that there 
re two kinds of chemical elements 
organic and inorganic. Silicones 
mbine the two. Silicones are a mix- 


~~ 


No matter what a plant makes, it could find 
a use for them, says a Dow-Corning official 


By 
PHIL HIRSCH 


ture of inorganic silicon (the basic 
element in glass) and organic carbon 
compounds (found in such things as 
gasoline and plastics). 

The value of silicones lies in the 
fact that they retain the best proper- 
ties of both inorganic and organic 
substances. Like glass, silicones are 
good insulators, are resistant to heat 
and cold, don’t absorb moisture, and 
don’t combine with most other 
chemicals. But like organic com- 
pounds, silicones can be processed 
into watery liquids like gasoline, 
into solids as rigid as the most rigid 
plastic, and into just about any state 


in between, including such  sub- 
stances as oil, grease, resin, or rub- 
ber. In each case, the silicone product _ 
has far greater stability than any 
carbon compound can possibly have. 

You can see this clearly by com- 
paring silicone rubber with natural 
rubber. The physical characteristics 
of the former are unaffected by pro- 
longed exposure to temperatures 
ranging from as low as —120 degrees 
Fahrenheit to as high as 500 degrees 
Fahrenheit. ‘The temperature range 
of natural rubber, generally, is from 


(Continued on page 25) 


Silt Threatens Our Dams 


Reservoirs are filling up at a rate that has government officials worried 


Shasta Dam is one of many with sediment trouble. 


no damn good,” a government 

engineer remarked recently 
while discussing the rapid silting of 
many big reservoirs in the West. 

That’s the situation that has gov- 
ernment engineers staying up nights 
trying to think up “good” excuses 
they might have to make to Con- 
gress if there is any investigation of 
the problem. 

When our engineers dammed up 
the rivers to make reservoirs they 
didn’t realize how much water-borne 
silt would be dammed up too. The 
silt builds up the bottoms of the 
reservoirs until their capacity to 
hold the original amount of water 
is considerably lessened. 

There are more than 8,400 dams 
and their reservoirs in the United 
States. According to the federal gov- 
ernment, their value is conservatively 
estimated at $2 billion. 

At least one-fifth of the number, 
the biggest ones, representing three- 


Sw: of our dams are getting 


quarters of the total investment, 
depend solely upon storage for their 
usefulness. When their storage ca- 
pacity is gone as a result of silting, 
they are of little value. 


Just Awakening 


The necessity of making provi- 
sions for reservoir silting is only now 
being recognized by engineers. But 
engineers have kept a watchful eye 
on the loss of water storage in vari- 
ous reservoirs for a number of years. 

Elephant Butte Reservoir in New 
Mexico, for example, has lost 16 per 
cent of its capacity in 25 years. 

Guernsey Reservoir on the North 
Platte River has lost 21 per cent in 
12 years, and the Cucharas Reservoir 
in Colorado 35 per cent in 25 
years.  , 

The silting or sedimentation of 
reservoirs is not a new problem. In 
the early days of the West, pioneers 
diverted irrigation water directly 


By 


JOHN L. KENT 


from streams. They found that when 
small earth dams were built across 
the streams to hold back the water, 
the. small reservoirs created fre 
quently were completely filled with 
sediment in a matter of weeks. 

As larger dams were built, some 
chiefly for storage of water, rather 
than diversion, the necessity of the 
storage area to remain at full ca- 
pacity became more important. A 
reservoir for electric power purposes 
must hold enough water to supply 
peak demands at a time when rain- 
fall may not be enough to replenish’ 
it. 3 
A Bureau of Reclamation engi- 
neer in Washington gives this back- 
ground for the government's cl 
cern over silting: 

“In 1909 we completed the a 
guna Dam on the Colorado River. 
It was then regarded as a major 
diversion dam and cost $2 million. 
It was 13 feet high, 4,844 feet long, 
and raised the water surface 10 f 
Water was backed up for about 
miles.” 

Then he added: 

“In less than a year, the basi 
created by this dam had been filled 
with sediment. This started w 
thinking.” 

The “thinking” led to investi 
tions by a dozen government ag 
cies in addition to the Bureau 
Reclamation. Little by little 
“facts of life” on suspended matter 
in water, its uncanny proclivity | 
settle out of the water behind dams, 
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Desilting works on the All-American Canal in California. 
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ind other hydraulic data were col- 
ected. 

_ By 1948 -engineers knew enough 
‘bout the phenomenon so that they 
ould make a big investigation of a 
ajor reservoir. In one of the most 
laborate scientific surveys ever 
ade, engineers of the Department 
f the Interior and the Navy teamed 
p to measure the sedimentation of 
ake Mead. This lake is the world’s 
argest artificial body of water. It 
yas created when Hoover Dam was 
juilt across the Colorado River. 


| 
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Supplies Los Angeles 


i The Hoover Dam hydroelectric 
ant is the largest electric producer 
m a reclamation project and sup- 
lies power to Los Angeles and other 
yuthwest areas. 
_A miniature fleet of power boats 
as transported by the Navy over- 
und to the shores of Lake Mead. 
Vith the boats and equipment came 
savy Ordnance Bureau officers, and 
echnicians from the Navy’s Elec- 
tonics Laboratory and Underwater 
ound Laboratory. 
| Technicians with the joint survey 
‘ere interested chiefly in the rate at 
which sediment was accumulating 
) the reservoir. Blueprints and land 
aps used during construction of 
é dam gave the original bottom 
mtours and heights of the land. 
To find what changes had oc- 
tred in the bottom since the start 
Storage in the reservoir, a picture 


_ (Continued on page 38) This government survey measured sedimentation on Lake Mead. 


Mutual affection society. 


N 1856 P. T. Barnum made a 

trip to Europe. His mission: to 

search the Continent for oddities 
that might interest people in the 
United States. 

Traveling through France Bar- 
num was intrigued by bright yellow 
fish which he saw swimming lan- 
guidly in the fountains of several 
large estates. They were known as 
“goldfish,” Barnum learned. The 
first specimens had been imported 
more than a century before by the 
notorious Madame de Pompadour, 
mistress of Louis XV. 

Barnum, whose shrewd eye never 
passed up a money-making possibil- 
ity, brought a few goldfish back to 
America. People saw them, were in- 
trigued as Barnum had been, and 
clamored to buy fish for their own 
homes. Along with the fish, mer- 
chants sold bowls, feed and other 


U. P. photos 


miscellaneous supplies in ever- 
increasing amounts. 

Today there are 30 to 50 million 
goldfish in the U. S. Raising and 
merchandising them has reached 
such proportions that even P. T. 
Barnum would be amazed to see 
what he had started. 


Keeps Up With Goldfish 


America’s pet industry has grown 
apace with the goldfish business, 
which is just one part of the whole. 
A survey made by All-Pets magazine 
gives the surprising information that 
America harbors no less than 26.7 
million cats, 22.6 million dogs and 
9.4 million parakeets. Canaries num- 
ber 5.9 million and dealers report 
sales of about 100,000 monkeys a 
year. Baby turtle sales reach 3 mil- 
lion annually, while less conven- 


By 


CHARLES W. KEYSOR 


tional pet fanciers buy all sorts ¢ 
strange and exotic creatures. 

“If it swims, crawls, walks or flie 
somebody —or probably thousanc 
of people—keep it for a hobby 
advises one veteran pet wholesale 

Reptile collecting is perhaps th 
most bizarre of all pet specialti€ 
Amateur herpetologists keep ever 
thing from boa constrictors to croc 
diles. One Chicago collector, for € 
ample, had twenty-two kinds | 
snakes in his basement. All wei 
well until a box fell through th 
cage screen one day and ten reptil 
escaped. None were dangerous, luc 
ily, and one by one the hobbyi 
rounded up his strange pets. F 
found them coiled in tool boxes — 
stretched on rafters. 

Still another collector — a liza 
fancier — used to enjoy feedir 
chopped meat and raw eggs to h 
Gila Monster, a poisonous lizard & 
tive to the southwestern U. S. F 
had a collar for the reptile and uss 
to take it walking through the hour 

National magazines recently t0) 
the story of another pet fancier 
one who bought a baby lion becaw) 
it looked so cute. Intelligent 2 
playful, it made a wonderful — 
until the beast outgrew the hou 
Finally the owner gave his lion te 


the neighborhood had been s¢ 
out of their wits by the sight 0 
lion walking the streets. 


boa constrictor for five dollars 
foot, a de-scented skunk for $40; 
turtle for forty-nine cents or a Seal 
Macaw for $150. Also carried in 
inventories of some dealers: Kink 
jous (a variety of monkey), — 
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celots (a small leopard), $85; and 
ing Vultures, $50. The list avail- 
ble to pet fanciers includes prac- 
ically every species that rode out the 
ood aboard Noah’s Ark. 

The person purchasing a pet 
as started himself on a continuous 
juying campaign. The tropical fish 
ancier, for instance, can easily spend 
5 for his original setup, including 
quarium, stand, thermometer, air 
‘ump and fish. As long as he keeps 
is collection he will keep buying 
ich items as seaweed (which may 
ost $40 per plant), shells, new fish, 
d packages of “fresh frozen water 
eas.” Buying a bird is but a pre- 
minary to the purchase of cages, 
dys, feed, cuttlebone, medicines, and 
honograph records for teaching 
rakeets how to talk. Monkey fan- 
fers buy antibiotic drugs to cure 
neir pets of colds. 


’ 
ame people treat baby squirrels like a baby. 


For cats and dogs there are bas- 
kets, muzzles, sweaters, curry combs, 
flea powder and worm pills. Food is 
probably the biggest item in this 
field, however. Nobody knows ex- 
actly how many horses end up each 
year on the dinner plates of the 
nation’s 49-odd million cats and 
dogs, but the U. S. government re- 
ports that in one month its inspec- 
tors checked some 23.7 million 
pounds of animal food! 


Booilegged Lizards 


Surprisingly enough, lizards are — 
or rather were — sold by the hun- 
dreds of thousands. In fact, so many 
chameleons were exported from Lou- 
isiana that the state legislature re- 
cently passed a law prohibiting 
their shipment. It seems that the 

(Continued on page 22) 


uy Your Family a Kinkajou? 


Or would they prefer a boa constrictor at $5 a foot? Your pet 


shop can deliver almost as much as Noah’s Ark 


Three foxes and mend 
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ture center of the world. But wher 
Hollywood’s product is predomi 
nantly 35-millimeter entertainmen 
features, Chicago’s is 16-mm educa 
tional or industrial films. In addi 
tion, the equipment industry als 
centers in Chicago. Literally, yor 
can have your entire production 
from studio to screen and in cinema 
scope and stereophonic sound, too 
made in Chicago. 

Seldom will you see a Chicag 
product, equipment aside, in th 
comfortable surroundings of  ; 
theatre. Usually it will be seen in 
a sales meeting, an employe trainin 
session, a group discussion, or in ; 
classroom where the students may bi 
using film in anything from bioleg 
through history, with vivid side ex 
cursions into sociology and politica 
science. . 

It’s all part of the growing use o 
films in literally all situations 
About one-third of all Americat 
schools have the necessary basi 
audio-visual equipment; more that 


9 5,000 companies regularly use filn 
LL | | | | |{ \ l) (| \ | ( () WK in training, sales, and public-rela 
tions, some with budgets as high a 


$500,000 per film. The army cur 
rently shows 93 million man-hour 


of film annually —and so the stor 
ER () | lj 1) |, LY WW () () \) goes. Film can accomplish end 
quickly and easily, and with an iden 


tical presentation on _ repetitive 

showings. It can show the length 

metamorphosis of a butterfly or th 

By CYRUS LLOYD hidden operation of an engine valvi 
in ten minutes. It can give widel 

separated groups of people the sami 

interpretation of an event or a mes 

Mi may never see a camera into one of the world’s major film sage. 


Scene from literature appreciation film made by Chicago’s Coronet Films. 


crew and a glamorous star “on capitals. If you want to talk in superlatives 
location” around Chicago. In many respects, it surpasses Hol- the “biggest” of everything is ii 
Nonetheless, the city has developed lywood, traditionally the motion pic- (Continued on page 30) 


The change in plowing is portrayed in Encyclopaedia Britannica Films’ 16-mm movie, “Productivity, Key to Plenty.’”” 
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Your copy of the latest 
edition of this Guide to 
Sources of Supply in the 
CHICAGO MARKET 
will be mailed FREE if 
you write at once on your 
letterhead or mail the. 
coupon below. 


CHICAGO— 
America’s Most 
Diversified 
Source of Supply 


If you come to Chicago to buy 
or if you order by mail, you need 
this latest directory of manufact- 
urers and wholesalers in Chicago. 
Act at once. The supply is limited. 
Mail this coupon NOW. 


Buyers Guide Division 
The Chicago Association of Commerce and Industry 
One North La Salle St., Chicago 2, Ill. 


Please send me free of charge a copy of the 
Buyers Guide and Industrial Directory of Chicago. 
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Estimates Without Olligation 


MOVING 
STORAGE 
PACKING 


ALL PHONES 


Plaza 2-4000 


Local and Nationwide Moving 
Agent for Allied Van Lines 


Complete Commercial Services 


@ Personnel Moving 

@ Office Removals 

® Merchandise Storage 
@ Record Storage 


1891 — OUR 64TH YEAR — 1954 


EMPIRE 


WAREHOUSES, INC. 


General Offices 
52nd & Cottage Grove Ave. 


ELECTRICAL POWER 
EQUIPMENT 


UNITS OF EVERY SIZE AND 
DESCRIPTION IN STOCK 


Chicago Electric carries large stocks of 
all types of guaranteed’ rebuilt equip- 
ment such as: 


AC MOTORS @ COMPRESSORS 
DC MOTORS @ SWITCHBOARDS 
GENERATORS © TRANSFORMERS 
M.G. SETS @ CONTROLS 
CONVERTERS ®@® HOISTS 


Check such leading publications as 
ReSale, Surplus Record and Power 
Magazine for our regular stock list- 
ings or write direct for our current 
stock sheets on any of the above 
equipment. 

We are also stocking distributor for 
many lines of new equipment and 
offer prompt delivery from stock. 


A COMPLETE REPAIR SERVICE 


Our modern plant houses complete 
facilities to service industry for RE- 
WINDING, REPAIRING, REBUILD- 
ING, REDESIGNING, COILMAKING, 
SPECIAL MACHINING, POWER SUR- 
VEYS, POWER-FACTOR CORREC- 
TION and ample stocks to provide 
for the RENTAL of equipment. 


CANAL 6-2900 
CHICAGO Slectuc Za. 


1338 W. 22ND STREET 
CHICAGO 8, ILL. 


state’s chameleon population had 
been depleted to the point where 
Nature’s balance was upset and 
harmful insects were getting out of 
hand. 

This development gave rise to the 
practice of bootlegging chameleons 
— a little-known species of criminal- 
ity which has not, as yet, been in- 
vestigated by Congress or blamed 
upon any underworld syndicate. 

Likewise, a ban on the export of 
baby alligators by the State of Flor- 
ida has resulted in some bootlegging, 
according to those in the know. 

Both these restrictions have prac- 
tically removed the once-popular 
reptiles from pet shop display 
cages. One wholesaler who used to 
buy 10,000 mealworms at a time for 
chameleon feed, now has discontin- 
ued this line. 

There are some 8,000 retail pet 
shops scattered about the country 
plus an unknown number of drug, 
hardware and department stores 
that sell pets or pet supplies as a 
sideline. Business mortality in the 
pet shop field is high. Many people 
who are enthusiastic hobbyists enter 
the field thinking it will be an easy 
way to make money. 

“Nothing could be further from 
the truth,” says John Krause, pro- 
prietor of Chicago Heights Pet 
Food and Supplies. “You’ve got to 
know and practice all the funda- 
mental small business operations. 
On top of this, you’ve got to know 
enough about pets to advise your 
customers what to do when their 
goldfish begin developing fungus 
and their canaries stop singing. 

“One more thing — you aren’t 
dealing with inanimate merchan- 
dise; part of your inventory is alive. 
You have to watch temperature, food 
and water supplies night and day.” 

Like other small businessmen, the 
pet shop operator has to promote 
constantly. One of the best gimmicks 
is displaying unusual fish and ani- 
mals to attract customers. One Chi- 
cago retailer kept a lively monkey 
in his window. Its antics drew 
crowds of people — many of whom 
patronized the shop. De-scented 
skunks, ocelots, bright colored par- 
rots and tanks of tropical fish are 
often used for this purpose. To get 
crowd-stopping displays, one ingeni- 
ous pet shop owner in Richmond, 


by special dealers who adver 


Want To Buy Your Family a Kinkajou? 


(Continued from page 19) 


Va., got to know a transcontinental 
airlines pilot, who shipped many 
curious birds and animals to him 
from South America. 

Dogs and cats can be a real prob- 
lem to the shop that fails to sell 
them while they’re still puppies or 
kittens. When they get beyond the 
lovable baby stage, they become 
much harder to sell and have expen- 
sive appetities. ; 

Goldfish are grown by the tens of 
thousands in special hatcheries. 
They are shipped to wholesalers in 
tank trucks or in smaller lots by 
railway express. Freight charges for 
shipments by rail are one and one- 
half times the regular first class rate. 
This covers the cost of an attendant 
who rides with each railroad ship- 
ment to feed and change water en 
route. 

“We only lose about one-tenth of 
one per cent of each shipment,” ad- 
vises Rudy Kostyal of the Auburn 
dale Goldfish Company of Chicago, 
an organization that wholesales: 
some 500,000 goldfish and 100,000 
baby turtles a year. 


Tropical Fish 


Most tropical fish are raised com- 
mercially in Florida or southern 
California hatcheries. Shipping 
problems are like those in the gold- 
fish business, but now and then ‘spe- 
cial arrangements are made to bring 
fish all the way from the tropics, 
Nowadays, tropical fish can be 
shipped thousands of miles in a plas- 
tic bag containing a large bubble of 
air which sustains them en route, 
One dealer in Java recently sent sey~ 
eral hundred tropicals all the way to 
Germany. The loss was a mere two 
per cent. 

Fish are marked up 100 to 1501 
per cent by the retailer, and other 
pets also yield a sizable profit mar 
gin. “This isn’t out of line,” explains 
one wholesaler, “when you consider 
that you're dealing with a live com 
modity on which you can’t get im 
surance.’ 

In the tropics animal dealers p 
regular routes on jungle riv 
catching specimens or buying th 
from native trappers. Stock is th 
sent by air or ship to the Unit 
States, where it is held in invent 
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their exotic wares in various trade 
journals. Thus, when your neighbor- 
‘hood pet dealer gets a request for 
a suckling chimpanzee, a cobra or a 
white swan, he knows exactly whom 
to contact. 

_ One of the pet industry’s biggest 
current headaches stems from the 
importing of parrots and parakeets. 
These birds are subject to psittacosis 
or “parrot fever,” a deadly virus 
which attacks humans and domestic 
fowl. To curb the spread of this dis- 
ease, Federal authorities recently 
outlawed the importation of birds 
capable of carrying it. But the para- 
'keet market has been so lucrative 
that contraband birds are being 
: smuggled across the border from 


a 


Mexico. Last winter, San Diego po- 

lice caught two men who pleaded 
not guilty, even though one man’s 
‘ home contained 600 illegal para- 
| keets. Tests showed several of the 
birds were carrying the highly in- 
_ fectious virus. 
_ Outbreaks of parrot fever have 
caused alarm in some cities, and 
here and there local health author- 
ities have tried to stop the sale of 
all birds. In Texas there was a much 
publicized outbreak which involved 


63 poultry packing house workers. 
Four died. Stories like this present 
the pet industry with a grave public 
relations problem. 

Some dealers have tried to meet 
this menace by issuing health cer- 
tificates with every bird sold. No 
doubt parrot fever and the resultant 
bad publicity have, to some extent, 
caused the slump in parakeet sales 
this last year. Another factor, ac- 
cording to Petman Krause, is that 
the market is nearing the point of 
saturation. 


Gold Mine for Chains 


Pets of the more common types 
have been a gold mine to the chain 
stores. Kresge’s, Woolworth’s, Neis- 
ner Brothers, W. T. Grant and other 
chains find birds, fish and turtles 
highly profitable. 

“Ever notice that the pet depart- 
ment is always located in the back 
of a chain store?” asks L. G. Wills, a 
Kresge store manager for 24 years. 
“The pets draw customers through 
the entire store and we have found 
that sales in our other departments 
increase as a result.” 

Wills was one of the first mana- 
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gers to discover the value of pets in 
chain stere promotion. In an effort 
to boost the volume of business in 
his LaSalle, Ill., store, Wills ordered 
1,000 goldfish back in 1946. He ad- 
vertised in the local paper that one 
would be given to each customer as 
long as the supply lasted on the com- 
ing Saturday. 

“You should have seen the line of 
people waiting when we opened the 
store that morning,” recalls Will. 
“It was a regular mob! We got rid 
of all those fish in a couple hours. 
Sure, we gave away the goldfish. But 
we sold most of the people bowls, 
shells, sand and seaweed, not to men- 
tion ice cream, shoe laces, books and 
items from every other department 
in the store.” 

According to Rudy Kostyal of the 
Auburndale Goldfish Company, 
goldfish are being used in a variety 
of ways that would have gladdened 
the heart of promotion-conscious 
P. T. Barnum. 

“The other day we got a call for 
150 bowls of fish to be used as Sun- 
day School attendance prizes,” says 
Kostval. “We know, too, that many 
doctors are prescribing goldfish 
watching as a pastime for people 
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convalescing from rheumatic fever. 
These same dentists, doctors and 
even psychiatrists are putting fish in 
their waiting rooms. 

Auburndale markets turtles to 
many petshops, and Kostyal takes 
obvious pleasure in telling how the 
businessmen in one Midwestern city 
raised money for the local schools 
by conducting a turtle race. Each 
businessman bought a turtle for five 
dollars. After much publicity in the 
Iccal press and radio, a race was 
held. All proceeds were used to help 
the schools. 

There are many other instances 
which illustrate the kind of imag- 
inative marketing and promotion 
techniques being used in the pet 
industry. Wholesalers and retailers 
who think up new angles do very 
well, indeed. 

Oddly enough, there is no estab- 
lished nationwide trade association 
to help dealers and wholesalers with 
their many specialized problems. 
However, certain specialists have 
banded together to carry out promo- 
tions such as Cat Week, National 
Cage Bird Week, and, of course, Dog 
Week. These are usually co-spon- 
sored by pet shops and local cat and 
dog and bird lovers’ societies. 


The alert shop owner never mised 
a chance to deepen his customers’ 
interest in birds, fish, and animals. 
In some instances this amounts to 
instruction in Nature study, with 
the dealer telling his customers what 
sort of wild life they may find in 
the national parks and other vaca- 
tion spots. Many dealers also help 
their customers photograph favorite 
pets. 

This sort of things leads naturally 
into diversification, which the pro- 
gressive pet shops find very profit 
able. For example, when business 
slows in the summer, alert pet shops 
board parakeets, canaries, dogs, and 
cats whose masters go away on vaca- 
tions. To cash in on the fishing 
mania, a few shops make use of their 
know-how with fish to stock a supply 
of minnows. One pet shop in In 
diana got so many night calls for 
bait that the partners had to sleep 
in alternate shifts. 

Ingenuity in merchandising, plus 
a friendly crackerbarrel relationship 
with customers, are the retail pet 
dealer’s most valuable assets. His 
business is built upon the idea of 
selling quality merchandise that pro- 
vides a continuing market for his 
goods and services. 4 


Don’t Neglect Your Balance Sheet a 


(Continued from page 14) 


stant inflation we have averaged 
7,179 business failures with losses to 
creditors, annually. That is not a 
large number of-failures per year. 
For the preceding 15 years, from 
1924-1938 inclusive, we had an aver- 
age of 19,739 business failures, an- 
nually, Today, there are 50 per cent 
more businesses in existence than. in 
1938. In other words, prior to the 
inauguration of our inflationary 
economy, we averaged more than 
two and one-half times as many fail- 
ures on two-thirds as many active 
businesses as we have today. 
Failures for the first five months 
of 1954 have run 34 per cent higher 
than the number of failures for the 
first five months of last year. That 
is due, in my opinion, less to the 
recession from which we are emerg- 
ing than to the new period of in- 
tense everyday, but normal, competi- 
tion which we are now entering.. 
In conclusion, I would again em- 
phasize the importance to business 
executives in a thorough under- 
standing and knowledge of the bal- 


ance sheet and the healthy distribu- 
tion of its assets, liabilities, and in- 
vestment. The great majority of 
corporations which have become ft 
nancially embarrassed or which have 
little or no profits, arrive there as a 
result of one or a combination of six 
unsound financial policies. These six 
unsound financial policies are: 

1. The unwise extension of credit 
in large amounts to very ee 
able risks. 

2. Carrying inventories which are 
out of proportion to net working 
capital as well as out of proportion 
to net sales, a policy which often 
leads to substantial losses as prices 
fluctuate downward or due to ob 
solescence. 

3. Carrying an excessive inve 
ment in fixed assets, that is, in r 
estate, buildings, machinery, equij 
ment, tools, furniture and fixtures 

4. Incurring a top-heavy debt 
structure of current liabilities OF 
current and long-term (funded) 
liabilities. 

5. Extension of top-heavy loans 


Te RP a = 5 
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fficers, directors, employes, subsid- 
aries or affiliated organizations or 
mvestments in such organizations. 
6. The payment of*€xcessive sal- 
ries and dividends. 

When definite fixed guides, based 
yn a sound understanding of the 
elationship of important balance 
heet items, are determined and then 
dhered to conscientiously, most 
ritical financial problems will be 
orestalled from arising in the first 
lace. That is where sound financial 
yolicies play their part. Critical 
oblems are prevented from aris- 
ng. If one does not over-invest in 
ixed assets, he cannot have a top- 
eavy fixed asset position with its 
ccompanying problems. If one does 
‘ot speculate in inventories, he can- 
ot have a top-heavy inventory posi- 
ion with its accompanying prob- 
=ms. . 
Many businesses are operated and 
lany management decisions are 
nade on what appears will give the 
taximum of immediate profits. Let 
e suggest that the most successful 
sinesses are those where manage- 
ent decisions are based on policies 
hich will give, not the maximum 
immediate profits, but the maxi- 
um of profits over the years. There 
a tremendous difference between 
e bases of these two broad operat- 
g philosophies. 


Silicones 
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0 or —40 degrees to 250 or 300 
erees. : 

‘When things get too hot, natural 
ibber loses its bounce, becomes 
mmy and adheres to any metal 
at happens to be nearby. Often, 
e sulphur and chlorine in the rub- 
r will corrode the metal. 

The turbo- supercharger connec- 
ms on diesel-electric locomotives 
e one place where the need for a 
ber that can take high tempera- 
res has been met by silicones. Sili- 
ne-rubber gaskets used in these 
mnections remain flexible and sta- 
in temperatures of around 300 
ees. Door seals on ovens encoun- 
similar heat. For a long time, 
lustrial oven makers have used 
icone rubber seals. Now, the ma- 
ial is going into kitchen ranges. 
id on chemical processing machin- 


ced asbestos (which had tempera- 


y, Silicone-rubber gaskets have re-' 


ture stability but lacked resilience). 
Gaskets used in steam irons and 
radiator pressure relief valves also 
are being manufactured from sili- 
cones. 

Silicone rubber has replaced nat- 
ural and synthetic rubber at several 
points in automobile and aircraft 
engines. Silicone “O” rings are now 
used in the fluid drive systems of all 
the autos made by one major manu- 
facturer. Ordnance transmissions 
also use silicone rubber seals because 
these seals are immune to the cor- 
rosive elements in transmission 
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fluids and staid up well under se- 
vere operating conditions. ‘There are 
literally miles of silicone - rubber 
glass-cloth ducting in the anti-icing 
and heating systems of today’s air- 
craft. Exhaust air at pressures as 
high as 125 pounds per square inch, 
and at temperatures of more than 
500 degrees Fahrenheit, are often 
carried in these systems. In this ap- 
plication, silicone rubber has been 
found superior to both synthetic 
rubber and metal. 

At the other temperature ex- 
treme, when it’s cold outside, ex- 


Think you'd like some changes made? 


Heed this bird and troubles fade! 


The Know-It-Owl Says: 


LOOK in the 


RED BOOK 
with YELLOW PAGES 


for + Building Materials 
e Electric Contractors 
¢ Painters 
« Windows—Metal 
and anything else you need! 


The RED BOOK is Chicago's Classified Telephone Directory 
Outside Chicago see the YELLOW PAGES of your telephone book 


PHOTO 
APPARATUS 


Still & Movies 


FOR BUSINESS 
OR INDUSTRY 


Specialized Service 


MAY WE QUOTE ON 
YOUR REQUIREMENTS 


Over 43 Years 
Exverience | 


Camera Ga. 


179 W. MADISON ST. 
STate 2-7410 


SCREW MACHINE 
PRODUCTS 


Automatic & Hand Screw 
Brown & Sharpe Equipment 
Capacity Up to 23,” 
Warner-Swasey Turret Lathes 
Secondary Operations 
Milling - Drilling - Tapping 
Facilities Available For 
Light Mfg. and Assembly Work 
Capable of High Precision Werk 


ALLIED SCREW MACHINE CO. 


1338 S. Michigan Ave. 
HArrison 7-3915 


HOT TIN DIPPING 


Specializing in quantity produc- 
tion of industrial fabricated parts 
in steel — copper — brass — Ho- 
tel — Restaurant — Dairy — Bak- 
ery equipment. Sheets — bars — 
tubes — pipe — etc. 


Lead & special mixture coatings. 


Operating largest facilities in 


the industry. 


C. DOERING & SON, Inc. 


LAKE & LOOMIS STS. 
MOnroe 6-0921 


posed rubber becomes as hard as 
rock. ‘The B-36 bomber, for exam- 
ple, flies at altitudes of around 
35,000 feet, where the temperature 
sometimes gets down to 120 degrees 
below zero. The plane’s bomb bay 
doors are sealed by silicone rubber 
strips more than 500 feet long. These 
seals have gone through hundreds 
of operating hours without deterio- 
rating. Other types of rubber last no 
more than 20 hours under such con- 
ditions, according to Arthur C. Por- 
ter, one of the engineers who helped 
design the plane. “It is doubtful if 
the B-36 now would be as highly 
efficient if it had not been for the 
development of silicones,” Porter 
said. 

Silicone electrical insulation beats 
about anything developed to date. 
For a long time, electrical manufac- 
turers have been able to pack more 
power per pound into their product, 
thanks to the ability of silicone in- 
sulation to stand up under high 
operating temperatures. General 
Electric, for example, produces a 
200-amp, 50 per cent duty cycle, 58- 
volt welding transformer which is 
accommodated in the frame size pre- 
viously used for a 180-amp, 20 per 
cent duty cycle, 44-volt unit. 

On electric cable, silicone rubber 
provides extra protection. If it does 
burn, it leaves a non-conducting 
layer of silicone dioxide bonded to 
the wire. Because of this feature, 
silicone insulation has been wrapped 
around electric cables on several 
ships, where, in a serious fire, it 
could prevent the vessel from being 
gutted. 

Silicone sprays are applied to 
‘bushings on high-tension lines. The 
bushings keep the power in the lines 
from reaching the steel towers and 
short-circuiting. 

The high arc resistance of sili- 
cone - impregnated plastics makes 
them useful for switchboxes and 
other kinds of electric terminals. 
Arc-resistance tests have shown that 
on installations where a conven- 
tional phenolic plastic breaks down 
in three seconds, silicone-glass plas- 
tics will stand up for 200 seconds. 

Small, liquid-filled capacitors and 
transformers require resilient bush- 


| ings which provide a positive seal, 


yet will not contaminate the liquid. 

Silicones have been used exten- 
sively to coat metals subjected to 
high temperatures. Within the past 
few years, the new chemical has 
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made it possible to substitute or 
nary sheet steel for stainless steel or 
smokestacks, space heaters, mufflers 
and stoves. The former metal sell 
for about one-tenth the price of the 
latter. Unaided, ordinary steel won’ 
take the heat generated in these in 
stallations. But, coated with a sili 
cone-aluminum paint, it will no 
deteriorate after prolonged exposure 
at temperatures of up to 750 degree 
Fahrenheit. 


Non-Sticking Qualities 


The baking and plastics industry 
were among the first to exploit tht 
non-sticking qualities of silicones 
Today, the tire, die-casting, an¢ 
packaging industries are employing 
this wonder chemical for the same 
purpose. In the metal industry, for 
example, once molten metal has so 
lidified, no amount of pulling wil 
extract it from a mold unless the 
mold has been lubricated. Ordinary 
lubricants cannot withstand the higt 
temperatures involved. Silicones 
which remain stable under high 
temperature conditions, have speed: 
ed production and improved thé 
appearance of the final product. Sili 
cones are also used as release agent 
on packaging machinery parts whie 
come into contact with food or with 
adhesives. Silicone coatings are now 
applied to airplane de-icer toa 
and are used to separate sand she 
from hot metal patterns in found 
ries that use the new shell- mold 
process. 

Silicones are being used exten 
sively in engine lubricants. The Ai 
Force has an electric motor thai 
charges the circuits of airplane ma 
chine guns. A silicone lubricating 
fluid enables the motor to operat 
efficiently in temperatures of mor 
than 100 degrees below zero. 

In steam generating plants, wher 
moving parts are often subjected t 
high temperatures, silicone lubr 
cants are performing a similar job 
A few years ago, for example, th 
Dow Chemical Company built a $1 
million steam plant at Midlane 
Mich. Six months after the plan 
went into operation, trouble devel 
oped in a gadget known as a “pnev 
matic position regulator,” which 
translates air pressure into mechal 
cal movement by means of a leathi¢) 
piston. 

The piston was lubricated 
neatsfoot oil, but the high tempt 
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ire of the piston chamber reduced 
1e oil to a greasy residue and har- 
ened the leather to the point where 
_ had to be replaced frequently. 
jew leather pistons were installed, 
lis time lubricated with silicone 


il. They are still operating, more 
lan two years later. 


Silicones have come to the aid of UTILITY 
il manufacturers wrestling with the INDUSTRIAL A 
roblem of detergent additives. 
“hese detergents enable the oil to & R i he m E 4 S All purpose-heavy duty Pedes- 


leanse the engine as it flows through 
1¢ lubricating system. But deter- 
ents have a tendency to foam, which 
2duces engine power. When a sili- 
oe compound is added to the oil, 
1e foam is eliminated without af- REULAND FOR HEAVY DUTY SERVICE 
scting detergency. This foam-inhib- Direct drive PNEUMATIC 
ing ability also makes silicones a Drum Sanders that eliminate 
atural for use in the manufacture belt slippage and breakage— 
* rubber gloves and baby nipples. | take up to 10” drums. 

jlicones eliminate foam in the liq- 
id latex which unchecked would 
juse pin holes to appear in the 


nal products. THE SCHRADE-BATTERSON co. 


Long List of Uses : 806 West Washington Blvd., Chicago 7, Illinois 
= S B CALL CHESAPEAKE 3-9400 
COMPANY 


tal Dustless Grinders—for in- 
dustrial tool room and general 


AND 
B HT & F E R $ shop grinding—POWERFUL— 


7 COMPACT. 
Manufactured by BUFFERS— 


Write for brochure. 


The list: of uses is a long one. 
licones are used in “hard” auto 
id furniture polish to make them 
sread evenly, in waterproofing com- 
punds applied to masonry walls, 
ud in fluids which sterilize medical 


d dental equipment. IV y 
One of the big reasons for the in- 
eased utilization of these organic- 

Chauffeur Driven 


jorganic miracle workers is that 
CADILLAC LIMOUSINES 


ey have been greatly improved 
ring the past few years by General 
tectric and Dow-Corning, the major 
loducers. According to J. D. Sau- 
er, engineer in GE’s silicone prod- 
s department, the tensile strength, 
ir strength, and elongation prop- 
ies of silicone rubber have been ! 
proved from 300 to 500 per cent 
me 1947. 
Silicone rubber, and oil are avail- 
e at $3.50 or $4.50 a pound to- 
y, compared to about $6 for the 
Wmer and $7 for the latter five 
irs ago. But despite this reduction, 
Wy still cost about ten times as 
Mich as organic oils and natural | Union Club has been the choice of distinguished families, 
bber. Saunier believes that fur- 
Yr increases in use will narrow the 
ce gap appreciably in the next 
r years. 
‘Already, however, silicones are big 
Winess. Exact figures are closely 
Wirded, but it has been disclosed 
t formulators of auto and furni- 
ie polish alone use about one mil- 
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lion dollars worth of silicone ( 
pounds annually, and this is not 
largest market for the chemical. ‘ 
Connecticut Hard Rubber comp; 
one of the major producers of ¢ 
products, reportedly has doublec 
business every year since ente1 
the silicone field shortly after We 
War II. 

The future of silicones 1 
summed up graphically by Dr. 
R. Collings, vice-president of D 
Corning: “Our salesmen have 
big problem. When they are lc 
ing for new business they don’t ki 
where to stop. Any plant they go 
no matter what it makes, could 1 
a use for silicones.” 


New Applications 


Several new applications are 1 
being tested. A major glass bo 
manufacturer, for example, i? 
duced breakage by applying a | 
cone emulsion to the inside of 
container. According to Dr. Chai 
E. Reed, general manager of G 
silicone products department, 
glass and fine china soon may be 
ceiving similar treatment. 

Several new silicone water rej 
lents for leather and synthetic fik 
are also being tested. The won 
chemical is used in about 25 
cent of the waterproofing & 
pounds on the market. The big” 
vantage of silicones is that they ” 
not fade away despite repeated | 
cleanings or launderings. 

Here are some of the other pe 
ble uses for silicones that are ¥ 
under intensive study: 4 

Silicone separator strips that } 
prevent the expansion and cont) 
tion of building walls; silicone a 
ber tubing and molded shapes t 7 
can be substituted for human 
in plastic surgery and internal - 
erations; automobile tires that — 
last as long as your car; shatterpr 
low-temperature resistant auto ¥ 
dows; steering and braking 
able to survive temperature 
tremes; silicone bunion pads 
silicone-impregnated baby 
which will reduce skin irri at 
permanent, sealed-in cooling syst 
for automobile engines. ( 

This list could be expandeé 
most indefinitely. That's 
reason why “silicone” is a com 
word in a lot of front offices 
days. 
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NVESTMENTS. in_ industrial 
plants in the Chicago area totaled 
116,453,000 in July compared with 
12,348,000 in July, 1953. Total in- 
vestments for the first seven months 
x 1954 stood at $149,717,000 com- 
eared with $86,545,000 for the same 
oeriod in 1953. These figures include 
xpenditures for the construction of 
ew industrial plants, expansions of 
xisting buildings and the acquisi- 
ion of land or buildings for indus- 
rial purposes. 


| Sinclair Refining Company is 
aking a major expansion of its re- 
nery in East Chicago by the addi- 
ion of a catalytic reforming unit 
d auxiliary equipment. The facili- 
es will produce high octane gaso- 
ne and aviation gasoline com- 
onents. 


Signode Steel Strapping Com- 
ny, 2600 N. Western avenue, is 
arting construction of the first unit 
its new plant in Northfield Town- 
lip on Lake avenue between Pfing- 
en road and the Chicago and 
jorth Western railway. Skidmore, 
wings, Merrill, architect. 


Pennsylvania Salt Company, 
liladelphia, has acquired seven 
es of land on Lincoln avenue 
st of Chicago | | Heights on which 
will construct’ a blending plant. 
e first unit will contain 25,000 
uare feet of floor area. The plant 
ill be used for processing mainte- 
nce chemicals for laundry and dry 
aning industries, sanitizing agents 
farm and dairy units, bonding 
d pickling materials and acid- 
isting cements. 


Field Enterprises, Inc., has pur- 
ased a building at Rush street and 
st North Water street, which will 
razed. The 15,000 square feet of 
d on which the building stands, 


Industrial 


Developments 


oe e in the Chicago Area 


combined with 45,000 square feet 
adjacent already owned by Field 
Enterprises, will, at a future date, 
be the site for a new plant for the 
Chicago Sun-Times. 


© Wilson Laboratories, Division of 
Wilson and Company, is starting 
construction of a new laboratory and 
office building at South Western 
avenue and 42nd street. The struc- 
ture will contain approximately 
14,000 square feet of floor area. 


© Columbia Pipe and Supply Com- 
pany, with two plants in the Chicago 
area, one in Hammond and the 
other at 1120 W. Pershing road, is 
expanding the Pershing Road oper- 
ation by the addition of 25,000 
square feet of floor area. The addi- 
tion will be a one-story and mezza- 
nine structure designed by A. Ep- 
stein and Sons, Inc. Poirot Construc- 
tion Company, general contractor. 


e Schulz and Hirsch division of 
Serta of Chicago, bedding manufac- 
turer, is erecting a 32,000 square foot 
addition to its factory. A. Epstein 
and Sons, Inc., engineer; Fred Tei- 
telbaum, general contractor. 


e Spraying Systems, Inc., Bell- 
wood, is adding 25,000 square feet 
of floor area to its plant. The com- 
pany manufactures industrial and 


agricultural spray nozzles. Olsen and j; 


Urbain, architect; the Cook Com- 
pany, general contractor. 


© Ratner Manufacturing Com- 
pany, maker of a diversified line of 
chemical products, has. purchased the 
30,000 square, foot building at 2735 
N. Ashland avenue. William Kap- 


_ lan, broker. 


e L. C. Kohlman, Inc., 724 W. 
Washington street, is building a 
sheet metal shop at 1801 N. Paulina 
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200,000 SQ. FT. 
ONE-STORY BUILDING 
LAND 545,000 SO. FT. 


PRICED FOR 
IMMEDIATE LIQUIDATION 


@ Five miles from Loop 

@ Zoned industrial 

@ Switch track 

@ Lease or sell on contract 


S. N. Tideman, Jr. 


J. J. HARRINGTON & CO. 


Industrial and Business Property 
22 W. Monroe St. — Chicago 3 
Telephone Financial 6-1322 


INDUSTRIAL FLOORS 


Asphalt Mastic Floors 
Acid Proof Mastic Floors 
Industrial Composition Floors 
Ferrolite-Hot Mastic Floors 


in Colors 


FULTON ASPHALT 


COMPANY 
165 W. WACKER DRIVE 
CHICAGO 1 
RAndolph 6-1760 
“Serving the Industrial Field 
Since 1870” 


BATTEY & CHILDS 
ENGINEERS - ARCHITECTS 
Complete Service for Industry 

231 So. LaSalle St., Chicago 4, Illinois 


Electrical Plant Protection 


Patrolmen — Uniformed Guards 
CARS EQUIPPED WITH TWO WAY RADIO 
KEDZIE PROTECTIVE PATROL 


301 No. Kedzie Ave CHICAGO 12 
Phone Day and “Night—KEdzie 3-5250 


METAL NAME PLATES 


Government Specifications 
Standard Finishes 


RELIABLE SERVICE 


CHICAGO NAME PLATE CO. 
Chicago 26, Ill. AMbossador 2-5264 


CODE DATING 


Automatic, Dependable, Guaranteed, 
Friction and Power-driven Machines 
Write, giving details on a specific coding 
problem. 


KIWI CODERS CORPORATION 


3804 N. Clark St. Chicago 13, Ill. 


ORGANIZATIONAL PLANNING 
Executive and Sales Personnel 
Counseling and Testing 


Leroy N. Vernon, Ph.D. 
Industrial Psychologist 


THE PERSONNEL LABORATORY 
La Salle-Wacker Bldg. @ Chicago 


sige . 


street. Campbell-Lowrie-Lautermilch 
Corporation, general contractor. 


© Comet Die and Engraving Com- 
pany, 123 S. Laflin street, is erecting 
a 14,000 square foot plant at 1150 N. 
Cicero avenue. Continental 
struction Company, general 
tractor. 


con- 


© Burgess-Norton Manufacturing 
Company, Geneva, is making an 
addition to its plant which will pro- 
vide room for additional grinding 
facilities. “Ihe company manufac- 
tures automotive parts, screw ma- 
chine products, etc. 


e Steel Mill Products Company, 
176 W. Adams street, is starting con- 
struction of an 8,000 square foot 
warehouse, factory and office build- 
ing at 5675 N. Elston avenue. Mor- 
ton L. Pereira and Associates, archi- 
tect. 


@ Sauerman Bros., Inc., 522 S. 
Clinton street, is erecting a new 
building at its plant in Bellwood 
which will house the company’s of- 
fice facilities. The structure will con- 


Con- * 


tain 11,000 square feet of floor area. 
The company manufactures earth 
moving equipment and cable clamps. 
J. L. McConnell and Associates, 
architect. 


© Easy Plating Company, 1125 S. 
California avenue, has acquired a 
two-story building at 4858 W. Lake 
street for expanded operations. J. J. 
Harrington and company, broker. 


© Culligan, Inc., manufacturer of 
water softeners and supplies, is ex- 
panding its plant in Northbrook. 
City Wide Builders, general con- 
tractor. 


© Quality Machine Service, 2343 
W. Belmont avenue, is erecting a 
plant at 3515 N. Kenton street. ‘The 
plant will contain 6,000 square feet 
of floor area. The company does 
automatic screw machine and lathe 
work. 


e Ayerst Laboratories was reported 
in this column last month as pur- 
chasing a plant at 3435 N. Knox 
avenue. Louis B. Beardslee and 
Company, industrial realtor, was 
broker in this transaction. 


WM. E. SCHWEITZER & CO. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 


WE ARE CURRENTLY BUILDING OR 
HAVE RECENTLY COMPLETED JOBS FOR 


NAVY, GREAT LAKES 


ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
NORTH CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL 
HINSDALE HIGH SCHOOL ADDITION 
ILLINOIS BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
LYTTON’S (EVANSTON & STATE ST.) 
FACTORIES AND TRUCK TERMINALS 


We shall be happy to submit an estimate of the 


cost of your construction needs. 


Please ‘phone 


AMbassador 2-3489 


ment manufacturers. 


- Films, Inc., 


~~ COMME 
Movies & 
(Continued from page 20) 


Chicago—the biggest education 
producers, the biggest industri 
producers, and the biggest equi 
Chicago its 
is ringed with production compani 
which compete vigorously and st 
cessfully on the basis of their wo: 
and lower costs. 

Trade sources estimate that pr 
duction of equipment here, inclu 
ing screens and sound equipmer 
grosses close to $50,000,000 annual 
about half the national total. TI 
largest manufacturers in the fie 
are Chicago firms, including Be 
and Howell, Ampro, S.V.E. (one 
the pioneers), Revere, Webste 
Magnecord, Radiant Screen, Dalit 
and others. 

In film production, Chicago h 
both the largest educational and # 
largest industrial producers. Natio 
ally there are more than 200 educ 
tional film companies operating, b 
two, Encyclopaedia Britanni¢ 
the Wilmette subsidia: 
of the book company; and Coron 
Instructional Films, Inc., an Esqui 
subsidiary, divide between 60 an: 
per cent of the $15 million he 
market. 

Both these firms are in cons 
production, but because of the 
ture of their films they operat 
smaller budgets and slower retuny 
than do comparable industrial pi 
ducers. Each offers more than 
titles, mostly one-reel, on subjeé 
ranging from the life cycle of 4 
insect to vocational guidance _ 
social science. 


educational values of their prod 
tions. EBF, for example, has us 
X-ray motion pictures; Coronet p 


sync” sound in the classroom. Bi 
are constantly pushing into new ¢ 
riculum areas where film has 
been previously used. 

Chicago also has one internatig, 
ally-known producer whose 1 
bridges the difference between” 
cational and industrial films — 
Nash Ott, Jr., who gave up a D 
ing career to parlay a hobby i 


oe eye CM see Rte ras ig! oes Be ees : : 
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Scion. He began experimenting 
h time-lapse photography in his |. 
h school days, laboriously expos- Established 1907 
film one frame at a tithe at stated 


es to get a motion picture of Edward Sanatorium E 


entire growing cycle of a plant. : 

lay his “en studio avril OM ao 

te produces footage used by Dis- NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 
in Hollywood, in educational SOx oa Chicare 

s, and in industrial and scientific | For the treatment of selected cases of pulmonary 

ductions. He has even made | tuberculosis and other chronic chest diseases, 

vers dance in rhythm to a | catering especially to the personnel of business 

uss waltz by taking time-lapse firms and corporations. 

their turnings toward light and Edward Sanatorium is fully equipped with the most 

shronizing the resulting footage | modern facilities and the latest X-ray apparatus. 


1 the music. The medical staff is composed entirely of specialists 
in the field of tuberculosis. 


Jerome R. Head, M.D., Chief of Staff. 
Delbert Bouck, Administrator. 


Commercial Films 


omewhat different is the pure 
mercial film, made to present a 
nt of view or to advertise a given 
duct. In this field, Chicago stu- 
} are busy and leading. One pro- 
er, Wilding Pictures, recently 
ipletely the first commercial 
mascope production made for a 


mercial client. Wilding is WHOLESALERS OF EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
ipped for any sort of Hollywood 
. It operates in one of the his- 35 Years Serving Midwestern Electrical Needs 


¢ spots of the film industry, the 
Essanay studios on Argyle, where 
ih Beery, Gloria Swanson, and 


er stars of yesteryear got their @ 
t before the entertainment 


och of the industry moved to 


fornia. ELECTRICAL SUPPLY COMPANY, INC. WAUKEGAN BRANCH: 
ut Wilding is not the only Chi- 965 W. Chicago Avenue, Chicago 22, Illinois INTERSTATE ELECTRIC 
) firm operating in an historic Phone SEeley 8-3500 srerry COMEANT 
. Kling Studios, busy remodeling 22 TRUNK LINES TO SERVE YOU BETTER Wavkousn, Wiis oNieie 21104 


aller rink on West Washington 
levard into a studio, recently 
ht the old Chaplin studios in } 
ywood, complete with the prop- 


ghosts of famous productions ” 
“The Kid,” “City Lights,” and Since 1920 
rs. All told, there are 51 pro- 


rs in Chicago, although less ASBESTOS & MAGNESIA 


half are significant in terms of 

inued operation. MATERIALS CO. 
icago industrial firms are prom- 

t among film users. One, Inter- 

nal Harvester, helped pioneer I N Ss U L AT I O N 
field when it inaugurated its 

am ‘way back in 1911. Swift, Approved Contractors and Distributors for _ 
our, Inland Steel, Hotpoint, Johns-Manville 

an, and a good many others 
film consistently, effectively — 
often expensively. 

Ace film costs $1,200 per minute 
eening time in black and white Diversey 8-4554 — 4562 
$1,500 in color, at a very rough ° 
i, it is easy to understand why 2614-2622 North Clybourn Avenue 


ts insist upon quality. They Chicago 14 
it in that famous “Chicago. 


oP 
. 


All Types — Hot and Cold, Stack Linings and Boiler Coverings, 
Refractories, Packings and Insulating Brick, Asbestos 
Spray — Sprayed On Insulation 
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To Promote Chicago and Chicago Business 


Your Chicago Association of Commerce and Industry is distributing a 20” x 


27” illustrated color poster which reads as follows: 


CHICAGO 


Tops For Summer Vacations 


Big League Baseball . . . Horse and Harness Racing . . . Midget and 
Stock Car Racing . . . Boxing and Wrestling .. . Polo. . . Buckingham 
Fountain Display .. . Museums... Art Galleries .. . Zoos .. . Radio 
and TV Shows. . . Theaters, Night Clubs . . . Amusement Parks. . . 
Shopping at its Best . . . The Comforts of Luxurious Hotels .. . 
Famous Restaurants . . . Bathing . . . Lake Excursions, Sight-seeing 
Tours . . . Guided Tours of Famous Business Institutions. 


Special Events 


June 23-August 15 
June 29-August 15 


Free Open Air Concerts 
Ravinia Music Festival 


July 4 — American Legion Celebration 

July 17 — Tournament of Thrills — Thrill Show 
July 24 — Mackinac Sail Boat Races 

August. 5-8 — All American Golf Championships 
August 12-15 — World’s Championship of Golf 

August 13 — Chicago Tribune All Star Football Game 
August 21 — Chicagoland Music Festival 

August 28 — Sun Times Horse Show 

August 28-Sept. 8 — Ringling Bros. Circus 

August 29 — Chicago Daily News Regatta 


To Prospective Visitors — for a list of attractions during the month of 
your Chicago visit, ask the Visitors Bureau, The Chicago Association 
of Commerce and Industry, One North LaSalle Street, Chicago 2, IlIli- 
nois, for a copy of Headline Events. 


Hundreds of copies have already been sold to companies dealing with travel- 
ing public for display in other cities. This poster is just one of hundreds 
of ways in which your Association works for better business for Chicago 
firms. Support this work with your full dues payment and your personal par- 


ticipation. 


This Is The 


Fiftieth Year Your Association Has Served Chicago Business 


THE CHICAGO ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY 


One North La Salle Street, Chicago 2, Illinois 


_ Franklin 2-7700 


Ira nsportation 
and Traffic 


‘HE Illinois Intrastate Motor 
Carrier Rate and Tariff Bureau, 
c. has petitioned the Illinois Com- 
erce Commission to prescribe min- 
ium rates and charges for for-hire 
otor carrier transportation in Illi- 
is. The petition attacks the dual 
eration of common and contract 
otor carriers as well as the rates, 
riffs and schedules of the carriers. 
he minimum rate request would 
clude movements of household 
ods, bulk commodities, farm-to- 
arket products, grain, feed and fer- 
izer. The Illinois Territory Indus- 
ial Traffic League, in its reply to 
€ petition, pointed out that many 
these highway carriers operate 
terstate as well as intrastate and 
at there is no minimum rate order 
effect on interstate traffic. “It is 
ficult to conceive,” the League 
id, “that conditions among the 
rriers could be going smoothly 
terstate while presenting such dire 
nergency intrastate as is alleged.” 
| answer to the motor group’s alle- 
tion that state revenues will suffer 
‘cause of fewer purchases of license 
ates unless a minimum rate order 
adopted, the league said that “it 
ould be at least as sound to sug- 
st that such state revenues will 
ffer most heavily if a minimum 
te order is adopted for in that 
ent the motor carrier traffic will 
> diverted to other forms of trans- 
station on which the rates are not 
id up in the manner that peti- 
oner seeks for motor carriers.” The 
gue concludes that a general in- 
tigation with a blanket minimum 
te order is “fundamentally con- 
ry to the public interest because 
e effect of such a proceeding is to 
troy competition and deny to 
imagement its right to exercise 
tiative and managerial discretion 
operate its own business.” 


Mixed Carload Rule to Moun- 
in Pacific Territory Effective Au- 


gust 2: New mixed carload rules for 
movements from, to and within 
Mountain Pacific territory will be- 
come effective August 2, 1954, on 
not less than 15 days’ notice. The 
new rules will be published in com- 
pliance with the report of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission in No. 
30994 in which the railroads were 
ordered to establish the modified 
Classification Rule 10 (mixed car- 
load rule) within Mountain Pacific 
territory, and between that territory, 
on the one hand, and Western 
Trunk Line and Southwestern terri- 
tories, on the other. On movements 
between Mountain Pacific territory, 
on the one hand, and Official and 
Southern territories, on the other, 
the commission ordered establish- 
ment of ‘the so-called streamlined 
Rule 10 on eastbound traffic and 
the modified rule on westbound 
traffic. The difference between the 
streamlined and modified rule is 


_that under the latter, so-called “all 


freight” rates cannot be used in rat- 
ing a mixed carload shipment. Un- 
der both the modified and stream- 
lined Rule 10 the charges on a mixed 
carload shipments are based on the 
rate applicable to each article in the 
shipment and the minimum weight 
is the highest provided for any ar- 
ticle in the shipment. Under the 
Classification Rule 10, which is pres- 
ently in effect on movements from, 
to and within Mountain Pacific ter- 
ritory, the charges on a mixed car- 
load shipment are based on the rate 
applicable to the highest rated ar- 
ticle and the minimum weight is the 
highest provided for any article in 
the carload. 


e Eastern Railroads Publish Vol- 
ume L.C.L. Rates: A tariff has been 
filed with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission by the eastern railroads 
naming volume rates on less carload 
shipments, effective August 1, 1954. 
The tariff is No. E-178 published 
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FOR BETTER 


TRANSPORTATION 
LOOK TO 


Burlington 


Shippers and travelers alike have 
come to recognize the superior 
transportation service rendered by 
Burlington. 


Its diesel-powered freight trains 
now operate faster and more de- 
pendably than ever before between 
Chicago and many of the commer- 
cial centers of the midwest. The 
world-famed Zephyr passenger 
trains . some with Vista-Domes 

offer the finest in travel accom- 
modations and conveniences. 


This year, next year, every year 
for better transportation look 
to Burlington! 
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A. J. BOYNTON 


AND COMPANY 


ENGINEERS AND TECHNICAL 
COUNSELORS 


A Competent 
Engineering 
Organization 


Committed to Rendering 
Accurate and Efficient 


ENGINEERING 
SERVICE 


FOR THE 
PLANNING 
CONSTRUCTING 
OPERATING 
OF 
INDUSTRIAL 


PLANTS 
AND 
EQUIPMENT 


109 N. WABASH AVE. 


CHICAGO 2, ILL. 
CENTRAL 6-8442 


—— 


DE LEUW, CATHER & 
COMPANY 


Consulting Engineers 


Transportation, Public Transit and 
Industrial Problems 


Industrial Plants Grade Separations 
Railroads Expressways 
Subways Tunnels 

Power Plants Municipal Works 


A 


150 N. WACKER DRIVE, 
CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


DESIGNING, PROCESSING 
DRAFTING & RE-TRACING 
METAL STAMPING 

TOOLS & 


TURRET LATHE and SECONDARY 
OPERATIONS 


Blackhawk Machine Co. 


656 N. Albany Av. SAcramento 2-3440 


MODERN LEATHER BELTS AND 
SHORT CENTER DRIVES 


With Automatic Belt Tightening 


MOTOR BASES 
CHICAGO BELTING COMPANY 


“Largest Leather Belt Manufacturere in the Weet*’ 


125 N. Green St. Chicago 7, Ill. 


by Agent C. W. Boin, One Park 
Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. The 
rates are based on competitive rates 
maintained by the motor common 
carriers and will apply on all less 
carload shipments of 5,000 pounds 
or more in Official territory. The 
tariff contains three scales of rates 
which will apply as follows: (1) Be- 
tween Central territory, on the one 
hand, and Trunk Line and New 
England territories, on the other; 
(2) Within Central territory; and (3) 
Within Trunk Line territory and 
between that territory, on the one 
hand, and New England territory on 
the other. The proposed rates will 
include pick-up and delivery service. 


¢ President Appoints Cabinet 
Committee on Transport Policy: 
President Eisenhower has _ estab- 
lished a Cabinet Committee on 
Transport Policy and Organization 
with the Secretary of Commerce, 
Secretary of Defense and Director 
of the Office of Defense Mobiliza- 
tion as members and the Secretary 
of Agriculture and the Director of 
the Bureau of the Budget as ad hoc 
participating members. In a letter to 
Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks, who has been designated as 
chairman of the committee, the 
President said, “Over the past years, 
studies have been made and recom- 
mendations have been presented re- 
garding government programs affect- 
ing particular segments of the 
transportation industry. Following 
the recommendations of the original 
Hoover Commission on Government 
Organization, considerable progress 
has been made in the past five years 
in the centralization within the De- 
partment of Commerce of major 
programs affecting transportation. 
However, a comprehensive up-to- 
date review of over-all transporta- 
tion policies and problems is needed 
as an aid in assuring the over-all 
consistency of government policies 
and programs concerning particular 
branches of the transportation in- 
dustry. Also, the organization of the 
federal government to cope with 
transportation problems should be 
reviewed.” The President’s letter 
continues, “The exploration and 
formulation of policy and organi- 
zational recommendations covering 
the whole field of transportation re- 
quire a broad perspective which 
comprehends the over-all needs of 
the nation and understands the spe- 


COMMER 


cial problems and capabilities 
forms of transportation. To m 
this need, therefore, I am estab] 
ing a Cabinet Committee on Trz 
port Policy and Organization wh 
task will be the presentation 
recommendations for my consid 
tion.” The committee’s recommen 
tions must be submitted to the P 
ident not later than December 
1954s 


e Ask I.C.C. to Continue Chie 
Switching District Rate Order: 
response to a “show cause” ordéi 
group of 36 railroads has asked 
Interstate Commerce Commiss 
not to vacate and set aside its or 
of July 3, 1933 which directed t 
the rates and charges for intrast 
switching service in. the Chic 
Switching District within the st 
of Illinois and Indiana be not™ 
than the interstate switching © 
and charges applicable within ~ 
district. “By virtue of the com# 
sion’s orders,” the railroads said, ® 
interstate and intrastate switch 
rates have been maintained on 
same level for the past 20 years 
the apparent satisfaction of the sl 
pers and receivers of freight, as ¥ 
as the carriers. From time to time 
order to meet competition or 
other reasons, the carriers have p 
tioned and received modification 
the commission’s orders with resy 
to specific commodities moving 
tween certain points within the 
trict. The orders, therefore, h 
not prevented adjustments to mi 
the changing needs of shippers 
carriers.” Continuing, the railra 
stated that they are “unanimous 
their belief that these orders h 
prevented and will continue to {| 
vent the return of an undesira 
dual or treble basis of rates wi 
the district with the attendant” 
crimination resulting from differ 
charges on two classes of traffic 
extricably intermingled and cam 
on in the district under substantii 
the same conditions.” 


e Senate Approves Winche 
Nomination to I.C.C.: The Sé 
has confirmed the nomination 
John H. Winchell of Colorado 
membership on the Interstate G 
merce Commission, for a tern 
piring December 31, 1960. Cor 
sioner Winchell, who was chai 
of the Colorado Public Ut 
Commission, will succeed fe 


JGUST, 1954 


mmissioner James K. Knudson, 
igned. 


1.C.C. Lifts Suspension of 

iggy Back” Tariffs: The Interstate 
mmerce Commission has vacated 
suspension of tariffs published by 
_ eastern railroads naming rates 
transporting freight in highway 
ilers on flat cars. The commission 
il, however, continue its investiga- 
n of the subject, assigned as 
cket I. & S. 6214, Trailers on Flat 
rs — Eastern Territory, and pro- 
d with the hearing scheduled for 
ly 27.in Washington, D. C. 


dere, There and Everywhere 


(Continued from page 8) 


iveyors that hold papers together 
pressure. One carries shipping or- 
‘s from the third-floor office to 
sking areas; the other hustles bills- 
lading from traffic men on the 
rd floor to the first-floor loading 
ck. An average of 200 shipping 
mos are handled hourly. 


ellet Pavement — The bottle- 
‘k that has prevented widespread 
of rubber-asphalt topping for 
ds appears to have been broken 
synthetic rubber pellet smaller 
n a pencil eraser. The pellets, 
their developer, the United 
es Rubber Company, make every 
halt plant in the country a poten- 
rubber-road mix plant. Tossed 
a mixing mill, the unvulcanized 
ets break down in 60 seconds, 
ading rubber evenly through the 
. U. S. Rubber previously pre- 
ced asphalt and rubber at its 
gatuck Chemical division plant 
shipped the hot mixture in in- 
ted tank cars or trucks to con- 
ction sites. This meant high 
sportation costs, and the ship- 
range was limited to a 24-hour 
» Now only the pellets are 
ped. From six to 12 pounds are 
d to a ton of asphalt, which will 
r 13 square yards of road with 
e-and-a-half inch seepage-proof 


reading Color —Color televi- 
reception is now possible in 35 
cities and by next year 125 TV 
ns should be equipped for color 
casts, according to the Radio 
poration of America. 


«--can you do about power loss? 


call AYRE 


Power loss resulting from outmoded, inefficient electrical 


equipment and distribution systems means money thrown 
_ away! Our engineers will show you how modernization 
can cut costs and increase profits, 


@ MOTORS e GENERATORS © CONTROLS e REPAIRS © ENGINEERING @ 
CONSTRUCTION @ INSTALLATION @ MAINTENANCE 


Ff Y, t 4 & ELECTRIC COMPANY 


2320 W. Ogden Blvd. e CHesapeake 3-6100 
Industrial e Commercial Light and Power 
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Insist on GARDINER METAL PRODUCTS 
The Quality Line 


SOLDER — BABBITT 
GARDINER LEAD PIPE 


All Sizes and Weights in Cut Lengths or Coils — A Complete Line 


Type Metal — Electrotype Metel — White Metal Alloys 


Gardiner Metal Co. 


Tel. Virginia 7-0100 2514 W. 48th PI. Chicago 32, Ill. 


of technical progress 
in the packaging 
and materials handling 


annual 
National 
Industrial 
Packaging and 
Materials Handling 


@ Unique exhibit of products, 
equipment and materials 


@ Short Course Educational 
Program (sponsored by Dept. 
of Mech. Eng., Univ. of Illinois) 


@ National Packaging and 
Materials Handling Competition 


Plan wow to alter 


CHICAGO COLISEUM 
SEPT. 28, 29, 30—1954 


Produced by 
SOCIETY OF INDUSTRIAL 
PACKAGING and MATERIALS 
HANDLING ENGINEERS 


111 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, Ill, 


| 


New Products 


For Bosses Only 


With DuKane Corporation’s new 
Flexifone intercommunicating  sys- 
tem, the boss no longer has to sit 
around and be impatient when he 
gets a busy signal. He simply presses 
the “executive priority key” that 
cuts off the delaying conversation 
and connects him with the man he 


-wants. DuKane hastens to say that 


the system includes warning signal 
flashes on the desk instruments of 
the interrupted parties and electri- 
cal circuiting that makes it impos- 
sible for the boss to eavesdrop before 
he butts in. The company’s address 
is St. Charles, Ill. 


Close-Quarter Fork Truck 


Yale and Towne Manufacturing 
Company, Philadelphia, has intro- 
duced an electric fork truck designed 
primarily for operating in close 
quarters—such as in driving loads 
right up into highway vans and 
trailers. Its features include accessi- 
bility of the driver’s seat from either 
side, low seat position to keep the 
driver’s head below the 68-inch over- 
all height at all times, and low cowl 
for better visibility. 


Radiant-Tube Furnace 


Lindberg Engineering Company, 
2450 W. Hubbard St., Chicago 12, 
says its gas-fired radiant tube at- 
mosphere furnace represents the 
first large-scale application of radi- 
ant tubes to toolroom-size furnaces. 
The new unit is said to be suited for 
heat treating virtually all produc- 
tion and tool steels, except high- 
speed, where it is essential to keep 
the work free of scale and decarburi- 
zation. Maximum operating temper- 
ature is 1850 degrees Fahrenheit. 


Sportsmen’s Power Tool Kit 


Even an automatic fish scaler is in- 
cluded in the sportsmen’s power tool 
kit made by C-D Products, Inc., 3946 
Willow Road, Schiller Park, Ill. In 
addition to being equipped to do 
the usual jobs around the house or 


cabin, the kit has a round carborui 
dum stone for sharpening hooks an 
knives, a vise for tying flies an 
holding hooks, a felt buffing an 
polishing wheel for shining tackl 
and a fibre brush for cleaning reel 
The AC-DC power unit plugs int 
light sockets. The company says th 
power tool has the highest torque ¢ 
any hand tool made. Price is $19.9 


Rollers for Ranges 


Designed to retail at $12 and 1 
make cleaning behind the stoi 
easier for the housewife is the kitel 
en range roll-away, a roller devie 
that can be adjusted to fit under an 
size of range. It is made by Kitche 
Range Roll-Away Manufacturin 
Company, 1034 W. 76th St., Los At 
geles 44. If you have a gas range, th 
company will sell flexible hose an 
coupling to go with the roll-away. 


No-Maintenance Alarm 


A fire alarm that requires 
maintenance, has no batteries, wire 
moving parts or springs is the pr 
uct of Evergard Fire Alarm Col 
pany of Doylestown, Pa. When fit 
breaks out, the increased temper 
ture sets off the Evergard whic 
sounds a loud continuous warnif 
on its air horn for 15 minutes. Kran 
Products Company, 3502 Elston av 
nue, Chicago, is western distribute 


Hand Truck 
- 

Shop Caddy is the name of th 
two-wheel hand truck with 5€ 


pounds lifting capacity made by j 
3 


cision Equipment Company of 
N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago 
Lifting height of the hydraulic um 
is 36 inches. Price is $139.50, f. 
Chicago. 


Ceiling Air Conditioner { 

Ceiling-suspended air conditio 
for factory and office use are 
introduced by Union Asbestos 
Rubber Company, 332 S. Michi 
Ave., Chicago. The space-saving ¢ 
ing unit comes in sizes ranging 
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ee to seven and a half tons. The | 


ee and five horsepower models 
62 inches long, 40 inches wide, 
1 28 inches high. The’seven and 
1alf horsepower model is 72 by 
by 32 inches. Piping and electri- 
connections are brought down 
m the ceiling or can be run over 
m the wall. 


lors’ Companion 


s0at owners should welcome the 
y Raytheon Manufacturing Com- 
ty unit that serves both as a 
table radio and marine direction 
Jer. Called the GM 114A, the 13- 
ind radio has a knob-like antenna 
t projects only two inches above 
case. By listening to the radio 
1 rotating the antenna until it 
nts directly at the radio stations, 
‘mariner can obtain a “fix” on his 
ition at sea. The price is $149.50, 
1 maker’s address is Waltham 54, 
SS. 


ctric Wheel Chair 


in electric wheel chair for the 
erly and handicapped is featured 
Sears, Roebuck and Company’s 
-and-winter catalog. The Lectra- 
can turn in its own length, pass 
ough a 30-inch opening and climb 
rade of 15 per cent. It has two 
ward speeds—four and five and a 
f miles an hour —and a reverse 
ed. Power is supplied by two 12- 
t batteries capable of three to 
r hours of continuous operation. 
e Chicago price is $479.95. Sears’ 
ess is 925 S. Homan St., Chicago. 


| 


nds In Finance and Business 


(Continued from page 10) 


} 
ly about 5 per cent of the first- 
sales volume. 
olstering the long-term outlook 
n expected $10 billion of toll 
d and toll bridge bonds, the 
s of the New York State Power 
ority to issue bonds in connec- 
with the development of the St. 
ence Seaway, and the accumu- 
g need for more school, hospi- 
and water and sewer facilities. 
or four years there has been a 
owing spread between the yields 
igh grade taxable bonds and the 
of tax-exempt municipal is- 
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A world-famous name 


... upon a major appli- 

10 fis] MASTER ance which is gaining a 
I nation-wide reputation 

usc tn for superior perform- 


AUTOMATIC ance and longer-lasting 
GAS WATER HEATERS“ 


Distributed by 


Revere Electric Supply Co. 


2501 W. WASHINGTON BLVD. e CHICAGO 12, ILL. 


Professional Chef 


Interested in securing a large 


COFFEE SHOP CONCESSION 


in either office or factory. Chicago 


or any other national location accept- 


able. Please phone or write for ap- 
pointment. 
MR. CHARLES GABRICH 


15 West Erie St., Chicago 10, Ill. 
DElaware 7-8309 


Charles Gabrich q 
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MEMORIAIS to the Chicago 
Heart Fund are tax deductible. 
They help heart research. They 
are very greatly appreciated. 
Also bequests. Address 


Chicago Heard 


bis octation 


69 W. Washington St. 
Chicago 2 


GODFREY H. KURTZ 


and Associates 


INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERS 


FOR EFFICIENT 
TIME STUDY and 
JOB EVALUATION! 


NEvada 2-3790 


3309 W. Washington BI. Chicago 


A-Z LETTER SERVICE 


ESTABLISHED 1918 
Mimeographing * Multigraphing 


Planographing *% Multilith 
Addressing * Mailing 
Direct Mail Campaigns 

139 N. CLARK DEarborn 2-1891 


sues, the survey points out. “Some- 
thing will have to give when this 
fact becomes better known — and it 
should be in favor of the ‘“‘tax-ex- 
empts,’”’ it comments. 


e Home Prices Stable — Prices of 
new houses generally are the same as 
last year with somewhat lower prices 
typical of more expensive homes and 
the same or slightly higher prices in 
the medium and lower cost fields, 
says the United States Savings and 
Loan League. The market for used 
houses is reported somewhat weaker 
than a year ago. 

Lower priced homes are described 
as constituting a larger share of the 
total volume of new home building 


COMMERC 
than was the case a year ago. Tw 
thirds of the communities surveye 
report a larger number of homes ft 
sale this year. 

“Residential construction, whi 
exceeding the one-million-unit-pe 
year level since 1949, apparently hi 
not yet met the requirements groy 
ing ‘out of postponed constructio 
during the depression plus highe 
living standards of an expandin 
population,” states the Leagu: 
From another source, Standard Fa 
tors Corporation, comes the predi 
tion that the million-a-year rate wi 


~ hold until 1960 when there will t 


an upsurge due to the formation ¢ 
new households by the bumper cro 
of babies born in the early 1940 


Silt Threatens Our Dams 


(Continued from page 17) 


of the underwater topography was 
obtained through the use of depth 
sounding equipment similar to that 
used on naval and commercial ves- 
sels. 

A specially-equipped boat made 
many trips across the reservoir, re- 
ceiving sound waves sent from the 
boat’s “sounder” and bounced back 
by the reservoir bed. The time it 
took for the sound to travel from 
the boat and back indicated the 
depth of the water. 

Underwater photographs were 
taken to assist in determining the 
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topography of the reservoir botton 
In addition, the Navy used certaii 
as yet undisclosed, new techniqut 
of “underwater television.” 

Some of the engineers’ fears wel 
realized when the figures were co 
lected and analyzed. Silt was bein 
deposited in the reservoir at an ai 
nual rate of 105,000 acre-feet a yea 
An acre-foot means an area of OI 
acre, one foot thick. 

These deposits of 105,000 scrotal 
per year actually total 2,210, 
acre-feet in the 20 years that the dai 
has been operating. Since the tot 
storage capacity of Lake Mead 
31,000,000 acre-feet, the 2,000,06 
acre-feet of silt means that the re 
ervoir has already lost one-fifteent 
of its capacity in just 20 years. Re 
ervoirs and dams of the Hooy 
Dam type are built to last gener 
tions and even centuries. It is a sul 
bet that Hoover Dam at least won 
be useful during its planned Iii 
unless something is done. The dai 
would be useless for all practi 
purposes when it is half filled wil 
silt. And, that won’t be too lor 
from now, relatively speaking. Som 
engineers think that the dam cot 
become practically useless by 
end of this century. 

The joint survey found info 
tion which will be applicable to ¢ 
ing something about the H 
Dam and other dams having si 
difficulties. So far, no absolute 
tion to the silting problem has 
offered. ; 

Interior Department officials 
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ome hope on smaller dams which 
ire expected to be built upstream of 
he large dams and which would 
atch some of the silt,and prevent 
t all from building up behind the 
vig dams downstream. 

In the immediate future it may 
ye necessary to build “de-silting” 
yorks on some rivers just ahead of 
he reservoirs similar to those al- 
eady in operation on some irriga- 
ion dams and canals in California. 

The de-silting basin on Cali- 

ornia’s Laguna Dam is an example 
wf a local method of reducing the 
mount of silt carried into an irri- 
ation system. A rectangular settling 
yasin 116 feet wide, 800 feet long 
nd 18 feet deep is provided. The 
vater intended for irrigation ap- 
wroaches the canal head at a veloc- 
ty as low as one foot per second, 
vhich causes the heavier particles 
£ sand and soil to drop to the floor 
ff the basin. 
About every three days it is neces- 
ary to raise the gates at one end of 
e basin and flush out these de- 
Osits, which are then carried back 
to the river below the dam. 


De-silting Works 


In addition to settling basins, there 
e mechanical de-silting works. 
ne of these works is located at 
perial Dam, about five miles 
ve Laguna Dam. ‘The works here 
ere designed on the same principle 
3 used in the Laguna basin — that 
, heavier particles will fall out of 
spension if the water is slowed 
wn. Rotating “water plows” churn 
the water, slowing it down. 


The de-silting basins and mechan- 
1 works are effective if the par- 
les are large enough to drop out 
ickly, but with large quantities 
‘fine material it is often impossible 
hold the water long enough. In 
ch instances, chemicals like sulfate 
: alumina or ferrous sulfate are 
ded to coagulate the suspended 
atter. But even when the chemicals 
e not harmful to crops, the ex- 
nse of this method generally 
kes its large-scale use imprac- 
ble. 


Engineers are now looking to the 
ly other alternative. That is, not 
ting the silt get behind the big 
ms in the first place. 

In the closing days of the 1953 
sion of Congress, the legislators 
propriated $5 million toward a 


program that eventually may help 
keep our giant hydroelectric and 
irrigation dams from becoming as 
useless as buggy whips to car drivers. 

The $5 million was given to the 
Department of Agriculture as a start 
on a far-reaching program of upper 
watershed soil conservation. With 
this first appropriation the depart- 
ment will build about 50 small dams 
on the upper reaches of a number 
of streams. 

The small dams will not only hold 
back the soil, but prevent floods by 
checking the water before it becomes 
uncontrollable. But from the long- 
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range view, holding back soil and 
silt which is finding its way behind 
the dams is more important. 

Prolonging the usefulness of the 
dams is important because we are 
using our non-replaceable energy 
resources such as oil, gas and coal at 
extremely rapid rates. Falling water 
is always with us. 

But the water is of little use unless 
we can store it economically behind 
dams. And these must have a life at 
least long enough to repay the 
enormous cast of building them. 

Otherwise, as the engineer said, 
the dams are no damn good. 
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PtLOD Mesias 


Wife: “Do you ‘have a good memory for 
faces, dear?” 

Husband: “‘Of course I have.” 

Wife: “That’s good, I just dropped your 
shaving mirror.” 


Mabel: “Oh, Lucille, I’m sure there’s a 
man following us.” 

Lucille: “Gosh, what’ll we do?” 

Mabel: “Let’s match for him.” 


Customs Officer: “Look here, Mister, you 
told me there was nothing in the suitcase 


but clothing and I found a bottle of ° 


whiskey!” 
Accused: “Sure, that’s my night cap.” 


Girl: “I maintain that love-making is 
just the same as it always was.” 
Boy: “How do you know?” 
Girl; “I just read about a Greek maiden 
- who sat and listened to a lyre all evening.” 


A lady was entertaining the small son 
of a friend. 

“Are you sure you can cut your own 
meat, Tommy?” she inquired. 

“Oh, yes, thanks,” answered the child 
politely. ‘I’ve often had it as tough as this 
at home.” 


A tramp had been arrested. Taken to the 
police station he was told to take a bath. 

“What, in water?” 

“Yes. You need it. How long has it been 
since you had a bath?” 

“Well,” he said hesitating, “ I ain’t never 
been arrested before.” 


She: “You admit that marriage is a fine 
school?” 

He: “Not for a man.” 

She: “Why not?” 

He: “Because he loses a bachelor’s degree 


ro 


without getting a master’s. 


Tired after a busy day, a distinguished 
congressman in Washington handed the 
menu back to the waiter and said: “Just 
bring me a good meal.” ; 

A good meal was served and the con- 
gressman gave the waiter a generous tip. 
“Thank yo’, suh,” the waiter said, “an’ if 
you’ got any friends what can’t read you’ 
jes’ send ’em to me.” 


Sign in restaurant window: “‘T-bone, 25c. 
Below in fine print is: “With meat, $4.00.” 


Employer to lazy janitor: “Pulaski, I 
wrote your name with my finger in the-dust 
on my desk this morning.” 

“Yeah, boss,’ the janitor replied, 
you spelled it wrong.” 


“ 


and 


Middle age is when you don’t care where 
you go, just so you’re home by 9 p.m. 


- “This is daddy’s den,” a little 
his playmate. ‘Does your daddy 
den?” : ‘ 
“No,” came the reply, “he just growls 
around the house.” 


Fresh from the back country, the you 
ster at the recruiting officer’s desk was 
ing subjected to routine questioning. Bi 
day? No, he didn’t know when that 1 
but — he brightened — he knew how ol 
was, he was 32. The officer was skepti 
How did he know? Maw had told him ¢ 
how old he was and he had added a ) 
at plowing time ever since. 

“Well,” queried the officer, “Did you 
a year at spring plowing or at fall pi 
ing?” 

“Dog-gone it,” exclaimed the woul 
sailor, “that explains it. I though I 
getting old too derned fast!” d 


© 
is 


The teacher had asked the class to” 
in their opinion, the 11 greatest Americ 
After a while she stopped at one desk 
asked: 

“Have you finished your list yet, Bobl 

“Not yet, teacher,” Bobby replied. 
can't decide on the quarterback.” 7 


e 
a . eee, 


Three girls had grown up together. ” 
of them married, and thereafter contin 
annoyed their spinster friend with 
remarks about her unhappy condi 

She laughed off their comments 
naturedly until one day they went 
too far. ; 

“Now, tell us truthfully,” they 
her, “have you ever really had a 
to marry?” 

With a withering glance, she 
“Suppose you ask your husbands.” 


“I’m leaving early tonight to make up 
tomorrow morning!” 


for the fact that I’m coming in Id 


—_- 


